MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2025
	REGULAR MINUTES/JOURNAL

PLEDGE

ROLL CALL

PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL		MR. REYNALD J. PAOLONE		                       PRESENT
FIRST WARD COUNCILMAN		MR. KEITH SCHUBERT			            	          PRESENT
SECOND WARD COUNCILMAN	MR. MARK STANDOHAR	                       	          PRESENT
THIRD WARD COUNCILMAN		MR. JEFF KAY					          PRESENT
FOURTH WARD COUNCILMAN	MR. THOMAS GRUMLEY	                      	          PRESENT COUNCILMAN-AT-LARGE		MS. LILY MARTUCCIO				          PRESENT
COUNCILMAN-AT-LARGE		MR. JOHN MOLITERNO	 		          PRESENT
COUNCILMAN-AT-LARGE		MR. SAM ZIRAFI				          PRESENT

SWEARING IN OF POLICE OFFICERS

Mayor Zuppo:  I want to have our new young police officers come up here.  (The mayor had the police officers say their oath together.)  Congratulations.  It felt like yesterday I was just calling Matt’s name over the pa system as he was blocking shunts.  I must say his sister had a better three-point shot.  Chief Freeman:  At this time family members of our officers could come up and pin the badge on our newly sworn in patrolmen.  President of Council Paolone:  Feel free to come up and take pictures if you want.  You don’t have to worry about it.  (Everyone gave the officers a round of applause.)

WILLIE CONSTANTINO EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH

Mayor Zuppo:  Now it’s time for our Willie Constantino Employee of the month.  Can we have Nick Cavalier up here please?  As you know we started this program last year and you have to be nominated by your department head.  Mr. Cavalier ended up being let’s see Tom Watts and then Paul Stephens and then it’s Craig Rose and they were all gone and you were the supervisor for like three day.  The guy handled it like a pro.  He texted me pictures of everything he was doing.  Took care of business.  I gave him like 4 or 5 things to do and he accomplished everything in a single day and he’s a hard worker and Willie Constantino would be proud.  Our award is called the Willie Constantino award.  He was a fine city worker for many years.  He always had a smile on his face.  He knew where all the water valves were in Girard that’s for sure.  He would be proud of you for sure.  So, Nick Cavalier congratulations employee of the month.  Nick we owe you a certificate.  A little miscommunication between myself and Monica, so we will get you a certificate.  We had a second, we had two months because you guys were off, Mike Guerrieri was our other employee of the month for the month of July.  One of you is July and one August, but Mike Guerrieri could not be here tonight but I think Mike deserves a round of applause as well.

Paolone:  Would you guys like five minutes to take pictures?  We’ll take five minutes.  I’ll start again about 11 minutes after.
COMMUNICATIONS

ADDITIONS & DELETIONS

ACCEPTANCE OF THE AGENDA

MOTION ZIRAFI SECOND MOLITERNO TO ACCEPT THE AGENDA OF SEPTEMBER 22, 2025 AS WRITTEN.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO	2
ZIRAFI		1
MOTION PASSES 7-0 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

MOTION GRUMLEY SECOND MARTUCCIO TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 8, 2025 AS WRITTEN.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR	Abstain
KAY
GRUMLEY	1
MARTUCCIO	2
MOLITERNO	Abstain
ZIRAFI
MOTION PASSES 5-0

CITIZENS’ COMMENTS

REPORTS OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS OF THE CITY

MAYOR					MARK ZUPPO				          PRESENT
Mayor Zuppo:  I have a very short report this evening.  I am going to tell you about the fluffy things and I’ll let Mark give you the nuts and bolts stuff how’s that.  We just completed another Farmers’ Market last Thursday.  It was very successful.  The most vendors ever.  We had like 32 vendors there.  If you haven’t been there to get a smashburger, you have to go and get a smashburger.  Good stuff though.  It’s growing and I talked to a lot of vendors.  I didn’t get there til late because I was at a volleyball game, but I always make the rounds and talk to all of the vendors.  They are telling me this is the best farmers’ market in the whole area.  We always thought Howland set the bar.  We are blowing them away.  I want to thank Councilman Grumley for the clean up on Saturday.  The work he puts into that and I just stopped down.  I wasn’t there that long.  I don’t know, the newspaper wrote it out like I was there all day.  I feel stupid about that.   It wasn’t you, Bob.  Tom does all the work and needs to be commended for that.  It was a great day.  Partnership with Metalico, Vallourec, the City of Youngstown and City of Girard was really something to behold.  Gary Hauck was down there, president of Vallourec.  It’s nice to always chat with him.  Gary says he’s got some new exciting news for us coming soon, but he can’t say yet.  Julie, Mark and I went to lunch with Mike, the chief financial guy at Vallourec.  We just wanted to build a relationship so that we can get straight data right from the horse’s mouth.  Not that we don’t trust Youngstown, but it is nice to get it from the horse’s mouth.  I attended a ribbon cutting today at the Multi-Gen Center for their new roof.  Commissioners Bernard and Hernandez were there.  Nice event.  Councilwoman Martuccio as usual is always there.  There will be a ribbon cutting this Wednesday at noon if anyone would like to attend at CureLeaf the new cannabis dispensary.  There has been a soft opening going on, but the grand opening will be this Wednesday at noon.  The chamber will be there doing their ribbon cutting deal.  Feel free to attend.  Finally, I just want to point out that trick or treat will be on October 31st from 5-7.  Now I have been just lambasted by people about the fact that it is the same night as a football game.  I mean I love football.  I will probably be at the football game myself, but the fact of the matter is Halloween is on 31st.  It’s not on October 30th or 29th or November 1’st.  It’s on October 31st and as long I’m around we’re going to have Halloween, trick or treat on October 31st.  
COMMENTS:
Councilman Standohar:  Just to confirm about Nick Cavalier, employee of the month, I did call him a day when everybody was gone and he did take care of something for me that we needed done on Lease Court.  I know a second ward resident that needed some things done and they said that he was the one that got things done for them as well.  So, just confirming that.

SAFETY/SERVICE DIRECTOR			MARK RAGOZINE			          PRESENT
Mr. Ragozine:  I just want to echo the mayor’s sentiments towards Councilman Grumley for the clean-up effort.  That was really a job well done and also to commend Interim Chief Freeman on his efforts so far since taking over the helm.  Really good job so far.  We have a good repour going with John and just really good job.  Kind of holding it down while he is interim while we wait to see what happens with the Civil Service Commission results.  Moving into the regular update.  As usual, broadband continues to progress.  Omni is now continuing to make their way across town.  Today they are on Liberty, Crumlin and Howard.  There’s been very little issues.  From time to time there’s been a water service line hit which we fixed immediately.  They’ve had a contractor out to fix it.  The one topic of conversation, the roadway holes.  The contractor did meet with an asphalt company today at 1 pm out in the field.  He indicated they should be starting to repair those holes this week.  That’s going to be hot patch.  Again, there was some miscommunication between the Omni and the contractors in the beginning, but the city cleared that up.  Hot patch will be used on any roadway holes.  They do have to let some of the accumulate to make it make sense for the asphalt company to want to come in and repair those, but right now there are 100-125 holes give or take a few that are going to get patched up this week.  Lumos, as you’re probably aware, has been moving pretty swiftly from the south end of town north.  Today they were on State Street, Emma, Randolph and South Davis.  Knock on wood, no issues reported as of yet.  As always, if you see any issues out in the field or any of your residents communicate issues just let me know, I will contact the construction teams immediately and they’ve been very responsive.  An individual called late last week, talked to the mayor I believe on Prospect, I let the contractor know and he had a team out there that day to fix it.  They are very responsive and we are pleased overall.  Obviously, it’s a headache having them out there,  but for what it could have been, it’s been going very smoothly.  Really good thing.  The Mosier Road waterline installation, the casing pipe has been completed.  Rudzik’s intent is to install the water main this week. We were out on-site last week.  Once that water main is installed they are going to complete some testing and construction should be complete by mid-October at the latest.  We are also pleased with the progress of that project.  It’s just, I don’t know if it’s all the dry weather, but it’s kind of enhanced how quickly a lot of these projects have been completed lately.  That’s going smoothly.  Talked to a few of you about the Maplewood Estates project that continues to move forward.  We met with Jason Altobelli last week.  He’s been working with the county on some of the soil and water issues back there and just trying to figure out, from an engineering perspective how this project will come together and get to a point where they start offering some of those parcels up for sale and beginning that development.  One of the critical pieces that he indicated to us that would be something they would be looking for is the creation of a TIF district, tax increment financing area.  Essentially what that would do is capture the increase in property tax revenue that is generated.  He has estimated that about 30 units would be developed over there.  Anywhere from villas at lower end of roughly $200,000 they’ll start at to higher end $300,00.  You’ll see, again, 30 new units come in.  That would be the first major development in this city for at least 30 years, but what the TIF would do is it would take the increase not the baseline increase of generated property tax and go right back into the necessary infrastructure improvements such as waterlines, sewer lines, roads, any of that stuff that is going to be needed to complete that work.  So, again, any concerns there as far as how that effects the taxes generally, it’s just the increase.  So, right now you have a baseline there is nothing there.  It’s undeveloped land.  So, you’re getting new development in.  You’d be generating lots of income tax revenue for the city.  Those folks would obviously be utilizing our utilizes, so it would be a positive overall.  I’ve presented everyone with a fact sheet just in case you need some reading tonight John before you go to bed, or something to put you to sleep you have that in front of you.  I’ve asked Councilman Schubert if would, that’s his prerogative, if he wants to call a caucus for the 14th, Jason Altobelli indicated he would love to come in and talk about the project with you, explain what their plans are in depth, and he would be the one better to be able to explain what they are doing.  Similar developments have been completed in Niles.  They have also enacted a TIF for that development.  So, maybe we can talk to some of our friends over there and see how that is working out, but by all accounts, it’s been a great project.  Moving on to the cemetery.  So, as you are aware, Craig Rose, for lack of a better term, runs the cemetery.  His current title right now is maintenance man with the  street department.  Through talks with the union, and obviously just recognizing that that department is a separate entity requires pretty much year-round maintenance.  We would like to, and I’ll ask for legislation later, but we’d like the council to consider creating the cemetery foreman position.  That would increase the hourly rate, and, again, going down the line it would be somebody else in the future but for now it’s Craig Rose.  That would increase that hourly rate about $2.32.  Craig is up at the cemetery at least  9 months a year.  When the weather breaks for the winter he will help out down at the street department, but he has been operating in that role for the last several years, and just to kind of keep things kosher as he is up at the cemetery most of the time and that is a separate fund, we would like to recommend creating the position of cemetery foreman position.  Next OPWC.  I will be going to Eastgate tomorrow. They have a 3-minute meeting where each community gets some time to present the project that they are looking into for this coming year.  The city, through working closely with Zach Teter, would like to propose a Churchill Rd. sanitary project so I will be going down there to talk about that.  This project would include the placement of approximately 400 ft of 8-inch gravity sanitary sewer along Churchill Road between Shannon Rd. and Dravis.  It’s a critical project.  We’ve had a number of issues up there over the last couple years.  It is only going to get worse.  So, looking at some of the projects we could have went after this year, this  one looked like the one with the most immediate need.  And then lastly, the Surface Transportation Block Grant.  This program is essentially provides funding for federal aid routes, so I think there’s five or six federal aid routes in the City of Girard, one of them being Highland Avenue.  I am going to request new legislation later for the city to be able to submit a grant application to the STBG fund for the resurfacing of Highland Avenue from  Morris to Churchill.  In the PMG, payment management group report, Highland Avenue was listed in poor condition and by the time this funding would be dulled out, that would be fiscal year 30 and 31, so you can imagine what the condition of that roadway would be by then, this would be just teeing that up for the future because it is going to be ready to be paved at that point and time.  That grant program is an 80/20, 80% federal funds 20% local.  So, very advantageous from a funding perspective for the city.  Again, this is a program that we want to get our project lotted in and we are confident that that would be funded as we get to fiscal year 30.  A long report.  As the mayor said kind of taking the air out of the room here, but pending your questions that concludes my report.
COMMENTS:

LAW DIRECTOR				MAURUS MALVASI			          PRESENT
Attorney Malvasi:  No report.
COMMENTS:

AUDITOR					JULIE COGGINS			          PRESENT
Ms. Coggins:  I have nothing further from finance.
COMMENTS:

TREASURER:					HENRY SFORZA			            ABSENT
Mr. Sforza:  
COMMENTS:

FIRE CHIEF					JAMES PETRUZZI			          PRESENT
Chief Petruzzi:  Calls to date 1,708.  Two other bullet points,  Captain Luke Grunder, like the auditor reported in her finance report, is going to be retiring probably by the end of October.  He’s just running out his time at this point.  We have been running at a deficit since the beginning of June when he went on a leave of absence, but we have hired Charles Grove who currently works for us part time.  It will be a very easy transition getting him into a full time role.  He has passed all of his pre-employment requirements, and he is planning to start September 30th.  Looking forward to bringing him aboard.  Other than that, another reminder, October 4th from 1-4 pm is the annual fire prevention open house.  I’d like to invite everybody up.
COMMENTS:

INTERIM POLICE CHIEF			JOHN FREEMAN			          PRESENT
Chief Freeman:  First and foremost, thank you everybody for the warm welcome today.  Appreciate it.  I will be attending these meetings forward.  I will have my first official report at the next council meeting, but we are working on a few things with hiring and trying to secure a grant for body worn cameras.  So, I will be able to share a little bit more about that in the coming weeks.  Thank you for your warm welcome and looking forward to this.
COMMENTS:
COMMITTEE REPORTS

FINANCES-MOLITERNO-GRUMLEY-ZIRAFI
Councilman Moliterno:  No report.  We had our finance committee meeting prior to this.  I think everybody that is here was at attendance for that.  That’s it.
COMMENTS:

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT-KAY-MARTUCCIO-MOLITERNO
Councilman Kay:  No report.  Mark, you said noon on Wednesday the ribbon cutting for the cannabis.  Mayor:  Correct.
COMMENTS:

BUILDING & GROUNDS-SCHUBERT-STANDOHAR-KAY
Councilman Schubert:   I will be asking for a caucus October 14th @ 6:30 to discuss the Maplewood Estates development.  I also would like to congratulate the chief and the three new police officers who obviously have left.  So, it’s really nice to see those positions being filled.  That’s it.
COMMENTS:

HEALTH & SAFETY-GRUMLEY-MOLITERNO-MARTUCCIO
Councilman Grumley:  No report.  Just like to thank a few people for being involved with me.  Mayor thanks for coming out and service director, Mark Ragozine, thanks for going to Trumbull County for me at the last minute.  The Robocats.  They are there for everything.  I can’t say enough about that group.  Those kids got out there and they stayed busy for 3 hours.  We picked up 100 bags of trash, 15 tires, numerous other pieces of junk between Youngstown and Girard.  It worked out well.  It was a great collaboration and I worked with Councilwoman Turner from Youngstown and Adam Lee from Youngstown Cityscape, Julie Sole from Valurec and it was just really a nice group and we pulled it together.  We had lunch for everybody at the end with a taco bar from El Hefe.  So, everything worked out nice.  It was a great day.  Like I said, we really accomplished a lot this time.  Other than that, I just want to thank the men and women that serve and project us daily and welcome Chief Freeman too.
COMMENTS:

STREETS SIDEWALKS & EMPLOYEE WELFARE-STANDOHAR-KAY-GRUMLEY
Councilman Standohar:   No report.
COMMENTS:

UTILITIES-ZIRAFI-SCHUBERT-STANDOHAR
Councilman Zirafi:  No report.  
COMMENTS:

ZONING-MARTUCCIO-ZIRAFI-SCHUBERT
Councilwoman Martuccio:    No report.
COMMENTS:

THEATER-MARTUCCIO-MOLITERNO-SCHUBERT
Councilwoman Martuccio:  No report.
COMMENTS:

ORDINANCES

52-82										          THIRD READING
A RESOLUTION OPPOSING HOUSE BILL 335 AND URGING THE OHIO GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO REJECT LEGISLATION THAT ELIMINATES INSIDE MILLAGE AND TRANSFERS LOCAL BUDGETARY AUTHORITY TO COUNTY BUDGET COMMISSIONS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.
MOTION MOLITERNO SECOND ZIRAFI FOR PASSAGE OF ORDINANCE NO. 52-82.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO	1
ZIRAFI		2
MOTION PASSES 7-0

52-85										      SECOND READING
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A ONE YEAR CONTRACT WITH THE TRUMBULL COUNTY COMMISSIONERS TO PROVIDE LEGAL DEFENSE FOR INDIGENTS FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2025.

52-86										      SECOND READING
AN ORDINANCE CREATING A TEMPORARY MORATORIUM ON BURIAL OF FAMILY MEMBERS ON RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY AND/OR THE CREATION OF A FAMILY CEMETERY WITHIN THE CITY OF GIRARD AND DECLARE AN EMERGENCY.
Paolone:  Can we suspend please?  Moliterno:  You want to a suspension for his?  Paolone:    Yes.  I would like suspension for this.  I have talked to Mark about it.  After discussing this with the safety service director, this isn’t just on me.  We talked about it.
MOTION ZIRAFI SECOND MARTUCCIO TO SUSPEND THE THIRD READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 52-86.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO	2
MOLITERNO	No
ZIRAFI		1
MOTION PASSED 6-0
MOTION ZIRAFI SECOND MARTUCCIO FOR PASSAGE OF ORDINANCE NO. 52-86.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO	2
MOLITERNO	No
ZIRAFI		1
MOTION PASSES 6-0

52-87										            FIRST READING
A RESOLUTION AUHTORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE TO ADVERTISE FOR REQUESTS OF STTEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE CITY OF GIRARD.

52-88										           FIRST READING
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE TRANSFER OF THE NORTHERN PORTION OF THE LEATHERWORKS PROPERTY, KNOWN AS PART OF PARCEL NO. 14-596080.  TO THE WESTERN RESERVE PORT AUTHORITY PURSUANT TO THE COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT APPROVED BY ORDINANCE NO. 8467-25 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.
Moliterno:  I would recommend a map being attached anytime we have to vote on anything that has to do with property.  Put a map in it so that we really know what is being done.  Paolone:  Will you get that Mark, please?  Ragozine:  Yea.  Absolutely.  Paolone:  Please.  Thank you.  Appreciate it.

52-89										            FIRST READING
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE TO APPLY FOR ACCEPT AND ENTER INTO A COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT FOR THE ENGINEERING PLANNING AND DESIGN OF THE GIRARD UPPER LAKE DAM IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT BETWEEN THE CITY OF GIRARD, OHIO AND THE OHIO WATER DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

52-90										            FIRST READING
RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE AMOUNT AND RATES AS DETERMINED BY THE BUDGET COMMISSION AND AUTHORIZING THE NECESSARY TAX LEVIES AND CERTIFYING THEM TO THE COUNTY AUDITOR.
MOTION MOLITERNO SECOND ZIRAFI TO SUSPEND THE SECOND AND THIRD READINGS OF ORDINANCE NO. 52-90.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO	1
ZIRAFI		2
MOTION PASSES 7-0
MOTION MOLITERNO SECOND ZIRAFI FOR PASSAGE OF ORDINANCE NO. 52-90.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO	1
ZIRAFI		2
MOTION PASSES 7-0

NEW LEGISLATION

MOTION MOLITERNO SECOND ZIRAFI TO PREPARE A RESOLUTION HONORING CHRIS DORAN FOR RECEIVING AN ORCHID FROM THE TRIBUNE FOR RECEIVING THE PRESTIGIOUS HONOR OF OHIO TECH EDUCATION TEACHER OF THE YEAR.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO	1
ZIRAFI		2
MOTION PASSES 7-0

Mayor:  Real quick Mr. Chairman.  I would be remiss in nothing saying something about Acting Chief Freeman over here.  The first interaction if had, we had an issue involving young kids.  Involved no heat.  No utilities.  The interaction between the Chief of Police and the Fire Chief was amazing.  They got things done within 24 hours.  Got with Children’s Services.  I applaud them on a job well done and I look forward to many more future interactions like that.  And I also want to point out that if you didn’t happen to notice that most of the policemen that came in here this evening were wearing beards.  There was a policy for years that they weren’t allowed to have beards.  We changed the policy and per the chief’s recommendation and the morale has really gone up.  Thank you for that Chief.  (There was some banter among all regarding beards.)

MOTION ZIRAFI SECOND SCHUBERT TO PREPARE LEGISLATION CREATING A TAX INCREMENT FINANCE AREA ENCOMPASSING CERTAIN PARCELS OF REAL PROPERTY IN THE CITY OF GIRARD.
SCHUBERT	2
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO
ZIRAFI		1
MOTION PASSED 7-0

MOTION ZIRAFI SECOND KAY TO PREPARE LEGISLATION CREATING A CEMETERY FOREMAN POSITION.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR
KAY		2
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO
ZIRAFI		1
MOTION PASSED 7-0

MOTION ZIRAFI SECOND MOLITERNO TO PREPARE LEGISLATION TO AUTHORIZE THE SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO SUBMIT A SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BLOCK GRANT FOR THE RESURFACING OF HIGHLAND AVENUE FROM MORRIS AVENUE TO CHURCHILL.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO	2
ZIRAFI		1
MOTION PASSED 7-0

MOTION ZIRAFI SECOND MOLITERNO TO PREPARE LEGISLATION TO AMEND ORDINANCE NO. 8479 ADJUSTING APPROPRIATIONS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2025.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR
KAY 
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO	2
ZIRAFI	1
MOTION PASSED 7-0

Schubert:  Just a reminder 6:30 caucus time for the Maplewood Estates Development.  Paolone:  That is on Tuesday.  Schubert:  Yes.  Correct.  Paolone:  Monday is Columbus Day, so the next meeting is on Tuesday the 14th.  Schubert:  Yes.  The 14th.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION SCHUBERT SECOND STANDOHAR TO ADJOURN THE MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 22, 2025.




______________________________________		______________________________
REYNALD PAOLONE, PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL		MONICA URBANIC, COUNCIL CLERK
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