


MONDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2025
	REGULAR MINUTES/JOURNAL

PLEDGE

ROLL CALL

PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL		MR. REYNALD J. PAOLONE		                       PRESENT
FIRST WARD COUNCILMAN		MR. KEITH SCHUBERT			            	          ABSENT
SECOND WARD COUNCILMAN	MR. MARK STANDOHAR	                       	          PRESENT
THIRD WARD COUNCILMAN		MR. JEFF KAY					          ABSENT
FOURTH WARD COUNCILMAN	MR. THOMAS GRUMLEY	                      	          PRESENT COUNCILMAN-AT-LARGE		MS. LILY MARTUCCIO				          PRESENT
COUNCILMAN-AT-LARGE		MR. JOHN MOLITERNO	 		          PRESENT
COUNCILMAN-AT-LARGE		MR. SAM ZIRAFI				          PRESENT

MOTION MOLITERNO SECOND ZIRAFI TO EXCUSE COUNCILMEN SCHUBERT AND KAY FROM THE MEETING OF OCTOBER 14, 2025.
SCHUBERT	Absent
STANDOHAR
KAY		Absent
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO	1
ZIRAFI		2
Motion passed 5-0

PRESENTATION OF PROCLAMATION TO KRIS DORAN

The mayor called Kris Doran to the front.  Mayor Zuppo:  Tonight, we are going to honor a class of 2000 Girard High graduate, greatest teacher at TCTC that I know, Kris Doran.  (The mayor read the proclamation aloud and everyone stood and applauded)  I have known Kris since he was a kid and I can attest to the fact, see he’s got some students here in the back, they have that much respect for this guy.  They love being in his class.  They love the work they do, right Keerstin?  Keerstin is videoing so she can’t talk right now.  I think there is probably a waiting list, if I had to guess, to get into that class because he inspires kids and you can see it.  When I’m there and around them you can see it and feel it. Chris goes way beyond that.  He does stuff for my daughter at the school with her kindergarten class every year which he has had four students in that class I believe now and he just does a great job going above and beyond, helping out coaches and helps run the baseball little leagues and stuff like that.  So, Kris is an outstanding member of our community.  We hope he has a long prosperous career here at TCTC and the City of Girard.  Thanks Kris.  Kris Doran:  Thank you.  Mayor:  That’s the Kris I know.

COMMUNICATIONS

Notice to Legislative Authority from Ohio Department of Commerce.

Reynald Paolone:  We have a liquor license transfer from Avon Oaks Ballroom to Bernard Pavlock.  Chief Freeman, do we want to contest this?  Chief Freeman:  No.  I looked into it.  It looks like it is for a D5 and D6 license which is, D5 is standard liquor license, D6 is the rider that allows for Sunday sales.  We don’t have any kind of investigations open or anything like that.

MOTION ZIRAFI  SECOND GRUMLEY TO NOT CONTEST THE TRANSFER OF THE LIQUOR LICENSE FOR AVON OAKS BALLROOM.
SCHUBERT	Absent
STANDOHAR
KAY		Absent
GRUMLEY	2
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO
ZIRAFI		1
MOTION PASSES 5-0

ADDITIONS & DELETIONS

52-95								
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF GIRARD TO SUBMIT AN APPLICATION TO PARTICIPATE IN THE EASTGATE ARC FY2026 GRANT PROGRAM AND TO EXECUTE DOCUMENTS AS REQUIRED AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.
MOTION  SECOND  TO ADD ORDINANCE NO. 52-95 TO THE AGENDA OF OCTOBER 14, 2025.
SCHUBERT	Absent
STANDOHAR
KAY		Absent
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO	1
ZIRAFI		2
MOTION PASSES 5-0

52-96
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO APPLY FOR FUNDING UNDER THE SECTION 5310 ENHANCED MOBILITY OF SENIORS AND INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES PROGRAM FROM THE PURCHASE OF A NEW SENIOR/TRANSIT VAN AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $110,000 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.
MOTION  MOLITERNO SECOND ZIRAFI TO ADD ORDINANCE NO. 52-96 TO THE AGENDA OF OCTOBER 14, 2025.
SCHUBERT	Absent
STANDOHAR
KAY		Absent
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO	1
ZIRAFI		2
MOTION PASSES 5-0 
ACCEPTANCE OF THE AGENDA

MOTION  ZIRAFI SECOND  STANDOHAR TO ACCEPT THE AGENDA OF OCTOBER 14, 2025 AS AMENDED.
SCHUBERT	Absent
STANDOHAR	2
KAY		Absent
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO	
ZIRAFI		1
MOTION PASSES 5-0

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

MOTION MARTUCCIO SECOND GRUMLEY TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 22, 2025 AS WRITTEN.
SCHUBERT	Absent
STANDOHAR	
KAY		Absent
GRUMLEY	2
MARTUCCIO	1
MOLITERNO	
ZIRAFI
MOTION PASSES 5-0

CITIZENS’ COMMENTS

REPORTS OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS OF THE CITY

MAYOR					MARK ZUPPO				          PRESENT
Mayor Zuppo:  I have a very short report tonight.  I’m just going to report on more recreation stuff than anything else.  Fall baseball just wrapped up.  Soccer just wrapped up.  I want to commend our recreation director, Mike Cardiero, as usual, did a great job.  Soccer was not easy this year.  They dumped an extra 100 kids into the program and expected us to find parking for them.  So, it became very difficult.  So, Mike was able to navigate through those rough waters and make it happen.  They did accommodate us by changing some of their scheduling.  They had too many overlapping games so we did do some of that stuff.  So, Mike did a great job of navigating that process.  Farmer’s Market.  Last one of the year Thursday night.  Should be a good one.  We’ve had more vendors coming.  The last one there were 32 vendors.  Anybody that wants a wagyu burger, Mr. Cario will be selling wagyu burgers there Thursday night.  They’re good.  We are already in the planning stages for Christmas in the Park and we got plenty of vendors set up for that.  I want to thank Julie for setting up a QR code through the auditor’s office so people can go to the QR code and make their donations for their sponsorships for Christmas in the Park.  So, we asked her to add to it and she’s added to it.  Julie has been very accommodating for us in that process.  That’s all I’m going to report tonight.  Mark had the majority of the report tonight but he is very ill.  I told him please don’t come in and get me sick.  So, that’s my report pending your questions.
COMMENTS:

SAFETY/SERVICE DIRECTOR			MARK RAGOZINE			            ABSENT
COMMENTS:

LAW DIRECTOR				MAURUS MALVASI			            ABSENT
COMMENTS:

AUDITOR					JULIE COGGINS			            ABSENT
COMMENTS:

TREASURER:					HENRY SFORZA			          PRESENT
Mr. Sforza:  I didn’t get to send the reports out in email because I didn’t get the final reconciliation from RITA until this afternoon.  They are just getting so late in getting these reports out.  I will email them to everyone tonight when I get home.  Actually, had a good month in collections in September.  We collected about $80,000 more than we did last year in September.  So that brought us up to all being behind about $37,000 from last year.  So, if we have a decent October, November, December we might get to a point where we are at last even with last year which it didn’t look like it was going to happen prior to September so we’ll see how October and November goes.  Withholding was up, personal income tax was up, and net profit was about even, but I’ll get these all out in an email.  RITA is just getting later and later with these reconciliations.  I don’t know why we have trouble getting them to move on some things we want sometimes.  Arguing with them.
COMMENTS:

FIRE CHIEF					JAMES PETRUZZI			          PRESENT
Chief Petruzzi:  Calls for service 1,841 to date.  There is a burn ban in effect across the State of Ohio.  No open burning is permitted between 6 am and 6 pm.  That goes until November 30th.  Fire Prevention Week concluded.  This year we had the opportunity to utilize our safety trailer to stress fire safety to St Rose students from pre-K through third grade.  They did an outstanding job.  And, lastly, I would like to thank the Girard Free Library.  They invited us in to do story time  on Wednesday and Thursday last week and it was an outstanding time.  That’s all I have.   
COMMENTS:

INTERIM POLICE CHIEF			JOHN FREEMAN			          PRESENT
Chief Freeman:  I’d like to start off by mentioning that next Tuesday, the 21st is going to be eight years since we lost Officer Justin Leo in the line of duty.  You’ll notice that a lot of our officers that actually worked with him have commemorative badges that they are going to be wearing this month.  So, I’d just like to ask council if you still do have t-shirts, things of that nature, to be reminded to wear them Tuesday.  It does a lot to support the family and our officers down at the department.  This is my official first report so I will start off with stats for the first three quarters.  Calls for service to our dispatch center to date 7,794.  That is approximately 29 calls for service into our 911 center.  Patrol calls for service which is anything that we actually send an officer out to 5,857 which is approximately 21 a day.  Self-initiated traffic stops to date 1,353 which is about 150 a month.  Arrests, misdemeanor arrests, we are averaging 22 a month, we are at 200 for the year and 31 felony arrests for the year which is about 3 per month.  We have recently applied for the Ohio body worn camera grant for next fiscal year that funds fiscal years ‘26 and ‘27.  It is a reimbursement grant with no match.  We requested approximately $25,000 to expand our body worn camera program.  What we would like to do with that is migrate to a cloud-based solution instead of server-based solution that we have in our department right now.  That would help with better efficiency in investigations, records requests, and review.  We also want to implement blue tooth holster triggers for our duty weapons which would activate our body cameras automatically if an officer actually draws their weapon which offers better transparency.  Especially in situations where they might not be able to get to their body camera in time before they actually have to draw their service weapon.  The last time we actually applied for a grant, other than reimbursement for body armor was 2018.  That was denied.  The last successful grant award that our department received was 2014.  That was towards tasers.  So, it’s been a long time since we’ve embarked down trying to get grant money either through state or federal funding.  So, that’s going to be one of our priorities moving forward.  Getting involved with additional grants for our SRO program to fund some educational training about vehicle safety for our second third and high school classes and we are looking into a homeland security grant for additional projects that we have planned for 2026.  For personnel, we are giving our sergeants test on the 16th which is Thursday.  I believe we have 5 or 6 officers signed up for that.  Right now, we are minus myself and one officer in the academy we are at 14 sworn.  We are at 21 sworn per ordinance.  So, once we get that officer hired in we will still only be at about 70% of operational capacity.  So, a lot of our goals moving forward into the first and second quarters of next year is to try to get a lot more guys in our department.  We are giving a test on the 20th.  Unfortunately, we only have three viable candidates.  So, that’s what we are dealing with right now.  On a positive note, the First Responders Children’s Foundation, a charity organization that works with CSX, with who we have a close relationship with due to all of the funds that we have done on the rail lines.  They are actually sponsoring us this year, along with the fire department.  They will be providing us a little over 500 toys to pass out in various community events this year.  That will include Christmas in the Park event and the Gift of a Lifetime program that we cooperate with the high school with.  That’s all I have sir.
COMMENTS:
Paolone:  I have a question for you.  John and I talked to you earlier this week about e-bikes, electric bikes, and I think it is an issue in Squaw Creek.  Maybe in the rest of town.  I’m not sure but I asked him the legalities and everything and he told me he’d give me some information tonight so if you got information if you’d like to expound on that.  Freeman:  Sure. So, to answer your question directly, when we’re talking about e-bikes we’re talking about almost three different things per state ordinance.  Per Ohio Revised Code definitions, we are looking at electric personal assistant mobility devices, which are like segways.  We are also looking at low speed micro mobility devices.  This is probably what you’re asking about.  They are going to be the scooters that have the motors on them anything that goes under 20 mph.  The laws on these per the state allowed for use on public streets.  You don’t need a license.  Maximum 20 mph on these things.   You can’t operate them on a street with a speed limit of 55 mph or more.  I don’t know why that’s in there included in that specific definition.  They can use them at night if they have reflectors.  You have to be 16.  You don’t need a license.  Paolone:  Oh, you do you have to be 16?  Freeman:  Well, you can be 14 if under the supervision of an adult.  You can’t operate one under the age of 14 at all and if you’re under 18 you have to have a helmet.  Now this is going to be different from motorized bicycle operation.  It’s going to be different from minibikes which are going to be classified and can actually fall under our local ordinances that allow our officers to actually enforce those laws for atvs, dirt bikes, things of that nature.  You can’t have atvs, can’t have dirt bikes can’t have motorbikes that go above 20 mph on city roadways that allows our officers, and they write a lot of tickets with that as you can see.  I think our traffic citations to date are 1,041 which is 4 per day.  So, they’re doing a good job with that.  But when we’re talking about the little e-bikes unfortunately there are a lot of provisions in the state law that allow for their use on public roadways.  Now there are provisions that allow for a municipality to regulate or prohibit the operation of them on public streets.  Paolone:  Oh, we can go over and above?  Freeman:  That would be a question for the law director, but from my understanding and brief reading of the actual ordinance, there is a stipulation that allows you to implement an ordinance to restrict their use on public roads.  Paolone:  Thanks.  Martuccio:  Can we put out a notice that they cannot ride them under the age of 14?  Freeman:  Sure.  Actually, we are working on a public release over the summer for that, but considering everything that has been going on down in our department, the transition, it got a little put on the wayside.  Martuccio:  On Sunday after the rain and I was driving through Squaw Creek, fortunately I was driving slower, by Costarella’s house, by that bend, two little kids wiped out on their e-scooters with their older brothers and the one kid we ended up putting his scooter in my car and I drove him home and I didn’t realize it and he is definitely under the age of 14.  Freeman:  Yes.  We should be able to do something about that.  Paolone:  The little minibikes.  Those are a problem.  Freeman:  Those are a little different.  Those get a little, we’ve had problems with them in the past.  If they go above 20 mph they are considered a motor driven motor scooter which then falls under our local ordinances of a mini bike which allows us to have a little more discretion.  Paolone:  Do those have to have plates?  I’m sorry to put you on the spot.    Freeman:  Well, you can get them registered regardless.  That is going to give you access to driving them around legally on township roads.  Our local ordinances, regardless of registration, does not allow for the use of atvs.  Paolone:  I just think we have to be awake.  We all have to be aware that this is going on.  Grumley:  I’ll work with the chief and under health and safety and recommendations of the law director and we’ll bring something back to council as a whole.  Paolone:  That would be great.  Thanks John.  I really appreciate you.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

FINANCES-MOLITERNO-GRUMLEY-ZIRAFI
Councilman Moliterno:  I want to ask for caucus time 6:30 before our next meeting which is the  27th and my congratulations to the chief for chasing down the state and federal grants.  We need to do that and theirs plenty of opportunities out there.  Again, congratulations for getting to that.
COMMENTS:

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT-KAY-MARTUCCIO-MOLITERNO
Councilman Martuccio:  No report.  
COMMENTS:

BUILDING & GROUNDS-SCHUBERT-STANDOHAR-KAY
Councilman Standohar:   No report.
COMMENTS:

HEALTH & SAFETY-GRUMLEY-MOLITERNO-MARTUCCIO
Councilman Grumley:  Other than reaching out to the chief and law director and we’ll put something together.  We’ll have a caucus pertaining to this.  I just want to thank the men and women that serve and protect us every day, fire department, police department.  That’s all I have.
COMMENTS:

STREETS SIDEWALKS & EMPLOYEE WELFARE-STANDOHAR-KAY-GRUMLEY
Councilman Standohar:   No report.
COMMENTS:

UTILITIES-ZIRAFI-SCHUBERT-STANDOHAR
Councilman Zirafi:  No report.  
COMMENTS:

ZONING-MARTUCCIO-ZIRAFI-SCHUBERT
Councilwoman Martuccio:    No report.
COMMENTS:

THEATER-MARTUCCIO-MOLITERNO-SCHUBERT
Councilwoman Martuccio:  No report.
COMMENTS:

ORDINANCES

52-85										          THIRD READING
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A ONE YEAR CONTRACT WITH THE TRUMBULL COUNTY COMMISSIONERS TO PROVIDE LEGAL DEFENSE FOR INDIGENTS FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2025.
MOTION MOLITERNO SECOND ZIRAFI FOR PASSAGE OF ORDINANCE NO. 52-85.
SCHUBERT	Absent
STANDOHAR
KAY		Absent
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO	1
ZIRAFI		2
MOTION PASSED 5-0

Paolone:  So everyone is aware, the rest of these we are just going to read.  We only have 5 we can’t suspend any rules so none of them are third reading.

52-87										      SECOND READING
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE TO ADVERTISE FOR REQUESTS OF STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE CITY OF GIRARD.

52-88										      SECOND READING
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE TRANSFER OF THE NORTHERN PORTION OF THE LEATHERWORKS PROPERTY, KNOWN AS PART OF PARCEL NO. 14-596080.  TO THE WESTERN RESERVE PORT AUTHORITY PURSUANT TO THE COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT APPROVED BY ORDINANCE NO. 8467-25 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

52-89										      SECOND READING
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE TO APPLY FOR ACCEPT AND ENTER INTO A COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT FOR THE ENGINEERING PLANNING AND DESIGN OF THE GIRARD UPPER LAKE DAM IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT BETWEEN THE CITY OF GIRARD, OHIO AND THE OHIO WATER DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

52-91										            FIRST READING
AN ORDINANCE CREATING THE POSITION OF CEMETERY FOREMAN FOR THE CITY OF GIRARD, OHIO, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

52-92										            FIRST READING
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY-SERVICE DIRECTOR OF THE CITY OF GIRARD, OHIO TO PREPARE AND SUBMIT AN APPLICATION TO THE EASTGATE REGIONAL COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS FOR SURFACE TRANSPORATION BLOCK GRANT (STBG) FUNDING FOR THE RESURFACING OF HIGHLAND AVENUE FROM MORRIS AVENUE TO CHURCHILL ROAD AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

52-93										            FIRST READING
AN ORDINANCE DECLARING THE IMPROVEMENT OF CERTAIN PARCELS OF REAL PROPERTY LOCATED IN THE CITY OF GIRARD, OHIO TO BE A PUBLIC PURPOSE UNDER SECTION 5709.40(B) OF THE OHIO REVISED CODE, EXEMPTING SUCH IMPROVEMENTS FROM REAL PROPERTY TAXATION, DECLARING THE IMPROVEMENT TO BE A PUBLIC PURPOSE, REQUIRED SERVICE PAYMENTS IN LIEU OF TAXES, ESTABLISHING A MUNICIPAL PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT TAX INCREMENT EQUIVALENT FUND, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

52-94										            FIRST READING
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE #8479-25 AND ADJUSTING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2025 IN THE CITY OF GIRARD.

52-95										            FIRST READING
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF GIRARD TO SUBMIT AN APPLICATION TO PARTICIPATE IN THE EASTGATE ARC FY2026 GRANT PROGRAM AND TO EXECUTE DOCUMENTS AS REQUIRED AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

52-96										            FIRST READING
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO APPLY FOR FUNDING UNDER THE SECTION 5310 ENHANCED MOBILITY OF SENIORS AND INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES PROGRAM FROM THE PURCHASE OF A NEW SENIOR/TRANSIT VAN AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $110,000 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

NEW LEGISLATION

Mayor:  The state is mandating that everybody have a plan for cyber security by January 1 of ’26.  So, with that in mind, I am asking for legislation adopting an updated cyber security plan to ensure compliance with Ohio Revised Code 964 and we need to go through the three reading process so get it started now so we’ll have it by the end of the year. 
MOTION ZIRAFI SECOND MOLITERNO TO PREPARE LEGISLATION REGARDING AN UPDATED CYBER SECURITY PLAN FOR THE CITY OF GIRARD.
SCHUBERT	Absent
STANDOHAR
KAY		Absent
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO	2
ZIRAFI		1
MOTION PASSED 5-0

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION ZIRAFI SECOND MOLITERNO TO ADJOURN THE MEETING OF OCTOBER 14, 2025.





_____________________________________	____________________________________
REYNALD PAOLONE, PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL	MONICA URBANIC, CLERK OF COUNCIL
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