MONDAY, JULY 28, 2025
	REGULAR MINUTES/JOURNAL

PLEDGE

ROLL CALL

PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL		MR. REYNALD J. PAOLONE		                       PRESENT
FIRST WARD COUNCILMAN		MR. KEITH SCHUBERT			            	          PRESENT
SECOND WARD COUNCILMAN	MR. MARK STANDOHAR	                       	          PRESENT
THIRD WARD COUNCILMAN		MR. JEFF KAY					          PRESENT
FOURTH WARD COUNCILMAN	MR. THOMAS GRUMLEY	                      	          PRESENT COUNCILMAN-AT-LARGE		MS. LILY MARTUCCIO				          PRESENT
COUNCILMAN-AT-LARGE		MR. JOHN MOLITERNO	 		          PRESENT
COUNCILMAN-AT-LARGE		MR. SAM ZIRAFI				          PRESENT

COMMUNICATIONS

ADDITIONS & DELETIONS

52-84										           FIRST READING
A RESOLUTION GIVING CONSENT TO THE DIRECTOR OF TRANSPORTATION FOR SIGN REPLACEMENT ON SR 11 WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS.
MOTION MOLITERNO SECOND ZIRAFI TO ADD ORDINANCE 52-84 TO THE AGENDA OF JULY 28, 2025.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO	1
ZIRAFI		2
MOTION PASSES 7-0 

ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA

MOTION GRUMLEY SECOND MARTUCCIO TO ACCEPT THE AGENDA OF JULY 28, 2025 AS AMENDED.
SCHUBERT	
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY	1
MARTUCCIO	2
MOLITERNO
ZIRAFI		
MOTION PASSED 7-0

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

MOTION SCHUBERT SECOND GRUMLEY TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF JULY 28, 2025 AS WRITTEN.
SCHUBERT	1
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY	2
MARTUCCIO	
MOLITERNO
ZIRAFI		
MOTION PASSED 7-0

CITIZENS’ COMMENTS

Vernon Mitchell, 214 W. Prospect.  I just came again.  We need a little bit of work done on there on Prospect in that park.  We got the oldest park in Girard and there’s nothing done down there.  Somebody has to do something about that.  We got concrete tables we can’t move around.  I wanted to get a gym in Girard.  I’ve been trying to get a boxing gym for 15 years and ain’t nobody let me have one.  I figured if they moved them concrete tables around I could have some young boys down there doing their work.  I got all kinds of young guys that do that kind of boxing but I ain’t got nobody to help me.  You know what I mean.  I would appreciate if they would do a little bit more down there with the swings.  We only got 2 swings.  How can kids swing with 2 swings?  We used to have 6.  They took that down now we only got 2.  That don’t make no sense to me.  And another thing I wanted to tell you about too.  That drug thing about that 2 drug places in Girard,  I don’t believe that.  I been smoking weed for 50 years and I know for a fact that it ain’t good for everybody.  Everybody ain’t supposed to smoke no weed and I know that for a fact.  They don’t need to have no two dispensaries here in Girard.  You gonna mess around.  You’re gonna have some real problems up in here with drugs.  The more people you get buying all this stuff the crazier it’s gonna get.  One thing leads to another.  I would appreciate it if you’d take the time and think about that.  You don’t want that.  And down there on the end of Prospect we got more cats than probably all of Girard.  Jim Ezzo has like 30 cats down there.  Come on now.  You don’t need that.  President of Council Paolone:  I don’t know if you know Keith Schubert.  Keith is our building and grounds chairman.  He’ll try and get in touch with you and come down there.  Keith-I know where you are.  Thanks Vernon.  

REPORTS OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS OF THE CITY

MAYOR					MARK ZUPPO				            ABSENT

SAFETY/SERVICE DIRECTOR			MARK RAGOZINE			          PRESENT
Mr. Ragozine:  Just a couple things tonight.  I’m going to ask, I know council doesn’t generally like to suspend and pass, but I would ask for the consideration for the Mosier Road waterline replacement project and the Park Avenue Street improvements.  Various things kind of delayed us getting to this point.  I understand we have the August recess coming up and we would like to get started on these projects as soon as possible and not have to wait until the meetings in September.  So, any consideration by council that could be given to those would be greatly appreciated.  Second, we last minute had the 52-84 come in.  This is from the Department of  Transportation.  They want to replace some signage on State Route 11 through the Girard city limits.   It kind of fell through the cracks.  I just saw the email this week and they would like that consent as soon as possible so they can go, they are going to replace some mile markers and just some routine sign replacement, but they do need the city council’s consent.  So that is 52-84.  Pending your questions, I think it’s a quick report tonight.   
COMMENTS:
Councilman Grumley:  Just a follow up statement that Mark I think it is important that everybody understand that the Mosier Road waterline is an expense upfront, but in the end, it will be a savings because of the fact that we will be drawing the water from Niles at that point and getting away from Youngstown.  So, I know we are all a little gun shy after hearing the auditor’s report, financial report, but I think that we need to understand that there will be a savings down the road going forward with that project.  Ragozine:  Absolutely.
Councilman Kay:  There’s no kind of cost on this 52-84?  Did they give you any kind of clue how much  Ragozine:  No.  We just have to give them consent that’s all.  They’ll come through and replace the signs they need to.  Kay:  And we pay for it all.  Ragozine:  No they pay for it.  Kay:  Oh, they pay for it.  I’m sorry.
Grumley:  Just one further thing, the fiber optic companies, when do they plan on following through and replacing and repairing the yards.  Ragozine:  They generally are supposed to come  through within 7-10 days.  Maximum we have seen is two weeks, but they’re pretty good about once they’ve run the cable down a particular road in the neighborhood they come back pretty quickly and restore.  So, if there is an area where you have not seen that restoration, just let me know and we can let the project manager know, but both companies have been pretty easy to work with and they address things in a timely fashion.

LAW DIRECTOR				MAURUS MALVASI			          PRESENT
Paolone:  For those of you that don’t know, Pete, I call him Pete.  I’ve known Pete for 50 years.  His name is Maurus Malvasi.  He is going to be our new law director hopefully.  He has been appointed by the mayor and he is going to be running in November.  Pete has the floor.
Attorney Malvasi:  As he said, I’ve known Renny for a long time.  He was my football coach and science teacher.  I’m very happy to accept this position at this time.  My door is always open.  My cell number, I can give it to everybody.  I’ll try to help whenever I can.  Honestly, I’m just getting my feet wet.  There’s a lot of things on my desk that I need to follow up on, just because it was kind of stopped in the middle.  I always am available.
COMMENTS:

AUDITOR					JULIE COGGINS			          PRESENT
Ms. Coggins:  I have nothing further from the finance meeting.
COMMENTS:

TREASURER:					HENRY SFORZA			          PRESENT
Mr. Sforza:  Nothing further.
COMMENTS:

FIRE CHIEF					JAMES PETRUZZI			          PRESENT
Chief Petruzzi:  2025 runs to date 1349.  Mutual aid runs for the month of July were 32, that’s comprised of fire, rescue, ems.   The department attended the Lena, Mason and Christian backpack give away in Parkwood over the weekend.  That was a nice event.  Attendees were able to go through the fire safety trailer and learn some safety tips for at home.  
COMMENTS:

POLICE CHIEF					JOHN NORMAN			            ABSENT

COMMITTEE REPORTS

FINANCES-MOLITERNO-GRUMLEY-ZIRAFI
Councilman Moliterno:  Had a finance committee meeting tonight at 6:30 prior to this meeting.  As Mr. Grumley said at the time, the news wasn’t as good as it’s been in the last couple years but, we’re paying close attention to it especially when it comes to water and sewer.  All of council is well aware of the face that we have been lagging prior years due in terms of the revenue that we’ve been generating and we will pay very close attention to it.   
COMMENTS:

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT-KAY-MARTUCCIO-MOLITERNO
Councilman Kay:  No report.
COMMENTS:

BUILDING & GROUNDS-SCHUBERT-STANDOHAR-KAY
Councilman Schubert:   No report.  I did ask the administration to put two port-a-potties down at the soccer fields down by the baseball fields so that we have more bathrooms there.  Paolone:  Are you talking Liberty Park?  Schubert:  Liberty Park. Yes, yes.  I will meet with  Mr. Mitchell on the park down on W. Prospect.
COMMENTS:

HEALTH & SAFETY-GRUMLEY-MOLITERNO-MARTUCCIO
Councilman Grumley:  I just wanted to announce that we are going to have a, we are going to participate in the world clean-up day.  It is September 20th and it is a collaboration between Girard and Youngstown and Vallourec Steel, and there’s a few other businesses along the 422 corridor.  We are actually going to use Stambaugh Park as our meeting place.  There is a pre-registration, but we are anticipating 150-200 people that day, and we will be working in the Parkwood area as part of project  and then we will be, the Girard group will end at the Youngstown line, and then Youngstown people come towards Girard.  I am working with third ward councilwoman, Samantha Turner, on this along with Streetscape and Vallourec Steel.  It’s going to be quite an endeavor.  Quite a big project and it’s going to be a great cleanup.  So we’ve had our spring cleanup in the Parkwood area, now we’ll have a fall clean up also.  It’s going to go a long way in the neighborhood.  Other than that, I just want to thank men and women protect and serve us every day.
COMMENTS:
Schubert:  Was there a time on that Tom?  Grumley:  We are going to be meeting at like 9 o’clock in the morning,  We’re having another meeting this week to get all of the details.  I’ll get them posted.  I’ll get them to you Mark so we can get them on the Girard website.

STREETS SIDEWALKS & EMPLOYEE WELFARE-STANDOHAR-KAY-GRUMLEY
Councilman Standohar:   No report.  
COMMENTS:

UTILITIES-ZIRAFI-SCHUBERT-STANDOHAR
Councilman Zirafi:  No report.  
COMMENTS:

ZONING-MARTUCCIO-ZIRAFI-SCHUBERT
Councilwoman Martuccio:    There was a zoning meeting held on the 23rd of July and it was presented by MS Consulting with  Zach Teter and Katie Phillips and several attendees were there, and the thing that we, I’m going to ask for is an ordinance to adopt the updated zoning map.  They have been working very hard to update our zoning map and get it up to date which it hasn’t been for a little bit.  So, anyway, from this point on all amendments regarding the zoning have to go to Trumbull County Planning so that they can update the zoning map for us.
COMMENTS:

THEATER-MARTUCCIO-MOLITERNO-SCHUBERT
Councilwoman Martuccio:  We have, there is a meeting scheduled on August 21st at  9 a.m. in the administrative offices.
COMMENTS:

ORDINANCES

52-74										       
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING LIMITATIONS ON THE AMOUNT OF MARIJUANA/ADULT-USE CANNABIS DISPENSARY OPERATIONS WITHIN THE CITY AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.
Moliterno:  Please let’s clarify what this is.
Grumley:  This is a override of the mayor’s veto of 52-74.  If I could just have the floor.  Paolone:  Absolutely, you have the floor.  Grumley:  I ask my colleagues to bear with me.  I’m going to read this statement that I made because I’ve done a lot of research in the last two weeks dealing with Senate Bill 56, dealing with the other communities in our area and their legislation and so forth, and then I just recently found out in the last two days that as it currently stands the City of Girard has no ordinance in place to regulate marijuana dispensaries.  I believe it is imperative that this council takes proactive steps to ensure they are performing our due diligence in protecting the interests of our community.  I respectfully ask my colleagues to support me in overriding the mayor’s veto of ordinance 52-74 which would give us time to put legislation in place that would address some key areas such as architectural design which would require detailed site and building plans.  This would address any concerns with the building the mayor referenced in his veto at the corner of Morris and 422.  Second, I would like to see traffic studies, you know to that would analyze and assess the impact of traffic flow and parking and pedestrian safety.  You know the property at Morris and 422 has many challenges with the I-80 ramp, 422 congestion and 422 and Crumlin backups on a daily basis.  The third would be a security plan.  A comprehensive safety and security strategy including surveillance, access control and coordination with the Girard Police Department.  Niles and Warren both use police officers at their sites.  I visited one site in Youngstown and they had two armed security guards.  You know this is very important to have something in place when you’re talking about putting a facility like this within 75 feet from residential homes.  Finally, we need to override this veto which will give us time to prepare legislation to assure public safety and maintain the quality of life the residents of Girard deserve and expect.  That’s all I have.  Thank you for your time.
MOTION GRUMLEY SECOND SCHUBERT TO OVERRIDE THE MAYOR’S VETO OF ORDINANCE 52-74.
SCHUBERT	2
STANDOHAR
KAY		No
GRUMLEY	1
MARTUCCIO	No
MOLITERNO
ZIRAFI
MOTION PASSES 5-2

52-75										          THIRD READING
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY OF GIRARD ZONING MAP REZONING LOT #27, PARCEL 14-489645 ON CHERRY STREET FROM R2 TO B2 GENERAL BUSINESS DISTRICT.
MOTION MOLITERNO  SECOND ZIRAFI FOR PASSAGE OF ORDINANCE NO. 52-75.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO	1
ZIRAFI		2
MOTION PASSES 7-0 

52-76										          THIRD READING
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE ADMINISTRATION TO PURSUE BILLING NONRESIDENTS FOR MUTUAL AID AMBULANCE SERVICES.
MOTION MOLITERNO  SECOND ZIRAFI FOR PASSAGE OF ORDINANCE NO. 52-76.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO	1
ZIRAFI		2
MOTION PASSES 7-0

52-77										          THIRD READING
AN ORDINANCE VACATING AN PUBLICLY DEDICATED TWENTY-FOOT-WIDE UNNAMED ALLEY AS IDENTIFIED IN ABNER OSBORNE’S ADDITION PLAT IN THE CITY OF GIRARD RECORDED AT TRUMBULL PLAT VOLUME A PAGE 118.
MOTION MOLITERNO SECOND ZIRAFI FOR PASSAGE OF ORDINANCE NO. 52-77.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO	1
ZIRAFI		2
MOTION PASSES 7-0

52-78										          THIRD READING
AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING AN ALTERNATIVE TAX BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF GIRARD, OHIO FOR THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING JANUARY 1, 2026, AND SUBMITTING COPIES OF SAME TO THE TRUMBULL COUNTY BUDGET COMMISSION.
MOTION MOLITERNO SECOND ZIRAFI FOR PASSAGE OF ORDINANCE NO. 52-78.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO	1
ZIRAFI		2
MOTION PASSES 7-0

52-79										      SECOND READING
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH RUDZIK EXCAVATING, 401 LOWELLVILLE RD., STRUTHERS, OH  44471, FOR THE MOSIER ROAD WATERLINE PROJECT FOR A PRICE NOT TO EXCEED THREE HUNDRED NINETY-THREE THOUSAND FIFTY-SIX DOLLARS AND NO/100 DOLLARS ($393,056.00).
MOTION GRUMLEY SECOND KAY TO SUSPEND THE THIRD READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 52-79.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR
KAY		2
GRUMLEY	1
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO
ZIRAFI
MOTION PASSES 7-0
MOTION GRUMLEY SECOND KAY FOR PASSAGE OF ORDINANCE NO. 52-79.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR
KAY		2
GRUMLEY	1
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO
KAY
ZIRAFI
MOTION PASSES 7-0

Paolone:  Before we go to the next five John, I just want to I know we don’t like suspending, but we’ve got six weeks so if any of these are pertinent maybe someone on this side can let us know.  Go ahead John.

52-80										            FIRST READING
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH KIRILA CONTRACTORS, INC., 505 BEDFORD ROAD, BROOKFIELD, OHIO  44403 FOR THE PAVING OF PARK AVENUE FROM WARD AVENUE TO TOD AVENUE FOR A PRICE NOT TO EXCEED ONE HUNDRED FORTY-NINE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED SIXTY-THREE AND 00/100 DOLLARS ($149,863.00).
MOTION STANDOHAR SECOND MOLITERNO TO SUSPEND THE SECOND AND THIRD READINGS OF ORDINANCE NO. 52-80.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR	1
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO	2
ZIRAFI
MOTION PASSES 7-0
MOTION STANDOHAR SECOND MOLITERNO FOR PASSAGE OF ORDINANCE NO. 52-80.
Grumley:  I just want everybody to understand that we don’t normally suspend and pass, but we’ve been looking over this project for over a year now, so that’s why it’s much easier for me to sit here and suspend and pass.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR	1
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO	2
ZIRAFI
MOTION PASSES 7-0

52-81										            FIRST READING
ORDINANCE AHOTIRIZING AND APPROVING THE ONE-TIME TAX REFUND PAYMENT IN THE SUM OF $3,603.81 TO BARBARA MURPHY.
MOTION MOLITERNO SECOND ZIRAFI FOR SUSPENSION OF THE SECOND AND THIRD READINGS OF ORDINANCE NO. 52-81.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO	1
ZIRAFI		2
MOTION PASSES 7-0
MOTION MOLITERNO SECOND ZIRAFI FOR PASSES OF ORDINANCE NO. 52-81.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO	1
ZIRAFI		2
MOTION PASSES 7-0

52-82										            FIRST READING
A RESOLUTION OPPOSING HOUSE BILL 335 AND URGING THE OHIO GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO REJECT LEGILSATION THAT ELIMINATES INSIDE MILLAGE AND TRANSFERS LOCAL BUDGETARY AUTHORITY TO COUNTY BUDGET COMMISSIONS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

52-83										            FIRST READING
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE DISTRIBUTION RATES FOR INCOME TAX COLLECTIONS FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2025 AND DECLARING IT AN EMERGENCY.
MOTION MOLITERNO SECOND SCHUBERT TO SUSPEND THE 2ND AND 3RD  READINGS OF ORDINANCE NO. 52-83.
SCHUBERT	2
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO	1
ZIRAFI
MOTION PASSES 7-0
MOTION MOLITERNO SECOND SCHUBERT FOR PASSAGE OF ORDINANCE NO. 52-83.
SCHUBERT	2
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO	1
ZIRAFI
MOTION PASSES 7-0

52-84										            FIRST READING
A RESOLUTION GIVING CONSENT TO THE DIRECTOR OF TRANSPORTATION FOR SIGN REPLACEMENT ON SR 11 WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS.
MOTION MOLITERNO SECOND ZIRAFI TO SUSPEND THE 2ND AND 3RD READINGS OF ORDINANCE NO. 52-84.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO	1
ZIRAFI		2
MOTION PASSES 7-0
MOTION MOLITERNO SECOND ZIRAFI FOR PASSAGE OF ORDINANCE NO. 52-84.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO	1
ZIRAFI		2
MOTION PASSES 7-0

NEW LEGISLATION

MOTION MARTUCCIO SECOND ZIRAFI TO PREPARE LEGISLATION TO ASK FOR THE ADOPTION OF THE UPDATED ZONING MAP.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO	1
MOLITERNO
ZIRAFI		2
MOTION PASSES 7-0

Grumley:  I’d just like to get with our law director while we’re at recess and work on some dispensary legislation.  Something we can bring forward to the committees and work it in there.

Paolone:  Remember the next meeting is September 8th.   We’re off until September 8th.  If we have to call an emergency we’ll call it but until then we’re adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION ZIRAFI SECOND SCHUBERT TO ADJOURN THE MEETING OF JULY 28, 2025.



_____________________________________	______	______________________________
REYNALD PAOLONE, PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL	MONICA URBANIC, CLERK OF COUNCIL

2

