MONDAY, JULY 14, 2025
	REGULAR MINUTES/JOURNAL

PLEDGE

ROLL CALL

PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL		MR. REYNALD J. PAOLONE		                       PRESENT
FIRST WARD COUNCILMAN		MR. KEITH SCHUBERT			            	          PRESENT
SECOND WARD COUNCILMAN	MR. MARK STANDOHAR	                       	          PRESENT
THIRD WARD COUNCILMAN		MR. JEFF KAY					          PRESENT
FOURTH WARD COUNCILMAN	MR. THOMAS GRUMLEY	                      	          PRESENT COUNCILMAN-AT-LARGE		MS. LILY MARTUCCIO				          PRESENT
COUNCILMAN-AT-LARGE		MR. JOHN MOLITERNO	 		          PRESENT
COUNCILMAN-AT-LARGE		MR. SAM ZIRAFI				          PRESENT

EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH

Willie Constantino Employee of the Month Award presented to Dave Kuzman.

Mayor Zuppo:  It’s time for our employee of the month.  Mr. Kuzman.  For those of you who are new we started an employee month last year, named it the Willie Constantino Employee of the Month.  If you don’t know Willie was an employee of the water department, impeccable work, took pride in his work so we call this the Willie Constantino Employee of the Month Award.  (Mayor read certificate aloud) May I add that, how many hours did you work this past weekend?  Dave Kuzman:  Thirty. Mayor:  This weekend while we were all swimming, sunbathing.  Waterline breaks.  Kuzman:   Parkwood, Liberty, back to Parkwood, back to Parkwood.  Mayor:  Dave went over and above this past weekend and we appreciate it very much.

COMMUNICATIONS

Resignation of Chief John Norman
President of Council Paolone:  We have one communication that I passed out to you guys on your desk.  I want to read it and file it with council as a whole please.  (Paolone read the letter aloud)  Can I have a motion to file with council as a whole please?  I reluctantly accept it.
MOTION MOLITERNO SECOND STANDOHAR TO FILE THE RESIGNATION OF CHIEF NORMAN WITH COUNCIL AS A WHOLE.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR	2
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO	1
ZIRAFI
MOTON PASSES 7-0
Councilman Standohar:  I would just like to say in regards to Chief Norman in my years no one has done it better for sure and it is probably the saddest thing that I’ve seen in my ten years on city council.  Obviously, we wish him the best and we thank him for his incredible service as not only a police officer but captain and eventually chief.  So, very sad to see this but well deserved and wish him the best.  Paolone:  Well said.

ADDITIONS & DELETIONS

52-79										            FIRST READING
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH RUDZIK EXCAVATING, 401 LOWELLVILLE RD., STRUTHERS, OH  44471, FOR THE MOSIER ROAD WATERLINE PROJECT FOR A PRICE NOT TO EXCEED THREE HUNDRED NINETY-THREE THOUSAND FIFTY-SIX DOLLARS AND NO/100 ($393,056.00).
MOTION MOLITERNO SECOND ZIRAFI TO ADD ORDINANCE 52-79 TO THE AGENDA OF JULY 14, 2025.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO	1
ZIRAFI		2
MOTION PASSES 7-0

ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA

MOTION ZIRAFI SECOND SCHUBERT TO ACCEPT THE AGENDA OF JULY 14, 2025 AS AMENDED.
SCHUBERT	2
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO	
MOLITERNO
ZIRAFI		1
MOTION PASSED 7-0

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

MOTION MARTUCCIO SECOND SCHUBERT TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF JUNE 23, 2025 AS WRITTEN.
SCHUBERT	2
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO	1
MOLITERNO
ZIRAFI		
MOTION PASSED 7-0

CITIZENS’ COMMENTS

Vernon Mitchell, 214 W. Prospect:   I want to know about trying to get that park, something done with that park down there.  Paolone:  You mean Hartzell Park?  Mitchell:  Yea.  Hartzell Park.  These young guys they’re trying to do their best.  (inaudible) We need someone down there that knows what they’re doing.  You go down Liberty Park right now all you guys on the board or whatever how long have you been on the board?  First couple months or whatever?  Paolone:  Oh no.  Mitchell:  I know you’ve been here a long time.  Mark, how long you been mayor?  Mayor:  A year and a half.  Mitchell:  You guys been here a year and a half and I ain’t seen nobody come down on Prospect.  The only people I see down there is the kids and they stop down and beep, you know what I mean.  I’d appreciate it if someone would come down and see what’s going on.  Even her house that she just sold.  She sold that house for $15,000 man.  Come on man.   Paolone:  Vernon, I don’t know if you know Keith Schubert.  Keith is our building and grounds guy.  He’ll be down.   Mitchell:  He need to get down there.  Paolone:  Do you know Keith?  Mitchell:  I don’t know him.  My son knows him.  Paolone:  Thank you.  Thanks for coming.

REPORTS OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS OF THE CITY

MAYOR					MARK ZUPPO				          PRESENT
Mayor Zuppo:  Recreation Director wanted me to thank some of his workers that worked overtime.  They had their first disc golf tournament last weekend.  77 participated.  The workers were trying desperately to get the place fixed and ready for the tournament.  As you know part timers are limited to 29 hours a week so at least four of them worked beyond that knowing they weren’t going to get paid for more than 29 hours.  They worked over and above and we want to thank them for putting that extra time in.  We also met with,  Mr. Cardiero and I and Mr. Ragozine, met with Chris Brookbank and the secretary of the youth soccer organization and they will be bringing a lot more kids in this year so we’re trying to figure out where we are going to park everybody.  So, we’ve got a couple different things.  We are going to use the visiting side parking lot at the stadium and Mike is going to clear a path at the top and we are going to try to get a  crosswalk in over there.  Clear a path down through the woods for people that can do that and try to get people that can’t walk that park below and we’re also going to utilize that area up by the scout cabin and where the old swimming pool was because Mike’s crew redid those old steps.  Those steps are usable now down into the park.  He thinks that will benefit us as well.  I want to thank Mike and those guys for doing a great job in the recreation department.  I went to the Mayors’ Association meeting last Friday.  A lot of discussion reference housing policies.  With that in mind, Mark and I are meeting with Eastgate and the Chamber on August 12th regarding housing policies in general and I will be asking for a resolution, actually it would have been great if we could have had it tonight, but opposing house bill 335 on the property tax relief now act.  So, Mayor Franklin, there was a lot of discussion about this at the Mayors’ Association meeting.  All the mayors that were there were opposed to this bill.  Not that I’m opposed to property tax relief, but this bill does not provide what we’re looking for.  We’re not looking to eliminate municipality’s authority to levy milage and we’re not looking to transfer budgetary authority from locally elected officials to unelected county budget commissions.  So, I’m going to ask for that resolution to be prepared for the next meeting.  Pending your questions that concludes my report. 
COMMENTS:

SAFETY/SERVICE DIRECTOR			MARK RAGOZINE			          PRESENT
Mr. Ragozine:   Just another update on the broadband projects going on.  Omni is now progressing over to Churchill, to N. Ward, St. Clair, Forsythe, and Hazel.  They’ve got crews working day in and day out.  Construction is still going smoothly.  Again, aside from the hiccup in the beginning, we are very pleased with how that is going.   Lumos has now begun construction in the fourth ward in the Parkwood neighborhood.  We had a good meeting with them today.  Kinda went over some specifics with their construction crew and we are comfortable with how that is going to progress as well.  Eventually, again as I’ve been saying, both of those companies have to get together, figure out their confliction points and obviously there will be more utilities to mark with Omni in the ground on the north side of town.  So, really pleased with how that is going.  We’ve already seen in other communities how it is driving down the cost of internet services.  Some have said that they can get packages as low as $20 in neighboring communities.  So, really good for competition, good for the residents, and obviously just good for having increased speed and having fiber.  We will keep reporting on these projects, but they should be around and in town for the foreseeable future.  Probably at least the next 4-6 months as they go across town.  Last Friday we had the bid opening for the Park Ave. street improvement project.  The low bid came in from Kirila Contracting.  It was at $149,863.  I will be asking for new legislation later tonight to have council’s approval to accept that bid.  Lastly if I could, the fire chief is unable to make it tonight.  He asked me to report on the activities in the department to date.  Calls to date 1248.  Mutual aid runs 15 for July including fire, ems and motor vehicle crashes.  Just a reminder to everyone that the Justin Leo bridge will be closing on July 16th from 8pm-12 am for the annual  IFH fireworks presentation.  Please use alternate routes of travel to ensure the safety of the spectators.  That concludes my report.
COMMENTS:

LAW DIRECTOR				BRIAN KREN				          PRESENT
Attorney Kren:  As most of you know, Friday will be my last day as law director, so this is my final meeting.  If you’ll indulge me if I can make a few remarks.  I can’t believe that it’s been 20 years  serving the town that I love and that I’ve always called home.   6 ½ as city councilman and the last 13 ½ as your law director.  Being law director has been a unique opportunity.  Very rarely does a part time lawyer get to be legal counsel for a multi-million-dollar organization.  I have had to delve into contracts, public finance, zoning, criminal law, demolitions, eminent domain, real estate, zoning, and constantly having to delve in different areas and very rarely do any of those areas of law ever stay constant.  It is a never-ending battle.  I remember when I first took office former law director, Ronald Marks, once told me if you every have a legal question don’t bother looking where you think would be most practical to find the answer because it is never there and that has certainly been the case.  Law director is a position that is unique.  Sometimes you might have to advise the mayor on stuff council is opposed to and sometimes you are advising council on things administration is opposed to.  You are juggling different ethical rules and appeasing many masters.  I don’t know if I’ve always been right, but I’ve always tried my best to give the right ethical opinion on behalf of the City.  There’s too many people for me to thank so there’s just a few and since she’s here I will start with my wife, Amy.  As you all know being an elected official your spouse and your family have to take a lot of sacrifices with you being gone and missing events and always being distracted at home or interrupted, so I want to thank her for putting up with me, not only putting up with me for being gone but the mood that I’m sometimes in when I return, but most importantly I want to thank her for always being my biggest supporter, especially on the days that I didn’t think I had it in me.  I’d like to thank the four prosecutors that served with me, Bob Johnson, Mike Bloom, the late Mike Scala, and our current prosecutor, Devon Stanley.  I’ve said this before, this court handles 1000s and 1000s of criminal cases every year.  The Ohio public defender’s office now has I think 3 to 4 public defenders in his court.  We have one part time prosecutor that his hands are on every file and has to do his best to handle each case in a fair and equitable manner.  It is a thankless job and I thank those four for their service.  Which leads me to our legal assistant downstairs, Amy Piganelli.  She has amazing work ethic, patience with dealing with police, defense council, court staff, victims, and she’s the one that really makes things happen and keeps things running smoothly.  I wouldn’t be able to do my job without her.  I told every acting prosecutor that filled in, I will go on record for my successor, we have two rules in the law department.  Rule one was to keep Amy Piganelli happy and rule two was never break rule #1.  Finally, I think I would be remiss if I didn’t thank one person in particular, and that’s the late Tom Kolic.  When I first ran for third ward councilman many years ago in 1999 at the age of 19, some of you may recall it was a contested race with 5 people and when the election results were announced a large crowd of family and friends swarmed into my parent’s house on Wilson Avenue and Tom drove over to my house and walked through that crowd to walk up and shake my hand and congratulate me.  He really taught me what it’s like, what it means to be a public official the way he handled himself and I have always tried to live up to that and that’s all I have to say.  I’m not moving out of town so I will still be here so the next time you see me I will probably be in the crowd complaining about all the skunks taking over my neighborhood.  I’ve enjoyed working with everybody both current and past administration and council members and auditors and I thank you for allowing me to indulge and speak.  Thank you.  Paolone:  Thank you.  Thank you very much. (There was a round of applause.)
COMMENTS:
Mayor:  I just want to thank Brian for his 20+ years of service and I’m sure the happiest person in the room is sitting right there, congratulations Amy.  Good luck Brian.  Krens:  Thank you.
Councilman Moliterno:  Just a quick comment.  I’ve had the pleasure of sitting with Brian on city council as well as the time he has spent here as our law director.  Brian, thank you.  Whenever we’ve had a question you’ve answered it whether it is the answer we wanted or not that’s not always true, but you gave us an honest answer and you responded quickly and we really do appreciate that and wish you and Amy the best of luck.  Kren:  Thanks.

AUDITOR					JULIE COGGINS			          PRESENT
Ms. Coggins:  No report this evening other than I’ll be asking for legislation to amend the income tax distributions for garbage.  So, I’ll go over that a little bit more in detail at the finance meeting this month along with some other items, and then I also want to thank Brian for his services and everything he has done for us.  Kren:  Thank you.  
COMMENTS:

TREASURER					HENRY SFORZA		                       PRESENT
Mr. Sforza:  I passed out reports I emailed them today.  RITA had them in their installation this morning so I was able to get my them all done.  As you can see for the month of June our collections were down about $10,000 so starting to go in the wrong direction again.  Year-to-date we are down about $100,000 of that, again, $35,000 is that one correction, so we’re down about $65,000.  It is almost all, I mean we’re up in withholding, but it’s almost all in the individual income tax and net profit tax coming in slower and smaller amounts than it has in the past.  Also, I will be requesting legislation to reimburse a noncity resident that RITA had forced to pay Girard city tax when she was not supposed to, and RITA can only go back three years to refund and this has been going on for ten years and she has erroneously paid Girard taxes that we don’t deserve.  So, I’ll be asking for legislation to reimburse her.
COMMENTS:

FIRE CHIEF					JAMES PETRUZZI			            ABSENT

COMMENTS:

POLICE CHIEF					JOHN NORMAN			            ABSENT

COMMITTEE REPORTS

FINANCES-MOLITERNO-GRUMLEY-ZIRAFI
Councilman Moliterno:   Just requesting caucus time prior to our next meeting on the 28th at 6:30 for our finance committee.
COMMENTS:

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT-KAY-MARTUCCIO-MOLITERNO
Councilman Kay:  No report.
COMMENTS:

BUILDING & GROUNDS-SCHUBERT-STANDOHAR-KAY
Councilman Schubert:   No report.  I just want to thank Brian for all of his of service and dedication to the city and just appreciate you.
COMMENTS:

HEALTH & SAFETY-GRUMLEY-MOLITERNO-MARTUCCIO
Councilman Grumley:  No report.  I myself want to thank Brian for your commitment to this city and I was there with you as a young kid on council and now today and also would like to thank Chief Norman for all of his service.
COMMENTS:

STREETS SIDEWALKS & EMPLOYEE WELFARE-STANDOHAR-KAY-GRUMLEY
Councilman Standohar:   No report Mr. Chairman.  Mr. Law Director, congrats on your new position.  Good luck to you and thanks for your service to our city.  
COMMENTS:

UTILITIES-ZIRAFI-SCHUBERT-STANDOHAR
Councilman Zirafi:  No report.  I would like to echo everybody else, thanks to Brian.  He’s been a, I think a plus and an asset to the city and I wish him well in the future.
COMMENTS:

ZONING-MARTUCCIO-ZIRAFI-SCHUBERT
Councilwoman Martuccio:    I would like to request a zoning meeting on July 23rd at 10 a.m. with administration and MS Consultants to give an update on the zoning phase II and findings. All of council is welcome to come.  Paolone:  In Mark Ragozine’s office?  Mayor:  The conference room.  Martuccio:  I would like to acknowledge and thank Chief Norman for his years of service and I would like to thank Leo for his dedication and work to our city and council.  Thank you.
COMMENTS:

THEATER-MARTUCCIO-MOLITERNO-SCHUBERT
Councilwoman Martuccio:  Working on a meeting for early August to be announced next meeting.   
COMMENTS:

ORDINANCES

Paolone:  John, 52-74 is on here for a reason.  Moliterno:  It’s on for a reason, Mr. Grumley you asked for that last time.  Do we change it now?  Do we just approve this and move forward?   I don’t know how you want to do that Tom.  Grumley:  Per the advice of the chair Paolone:  I asked the law director.  Grumley:  add to the agenda for the next meeting.  I’d like to add it to the agenda for the next meeting to override the Mayor’s veto.  
52-74										       
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING LIMITATIONS ON THE AMOUNT OF MARIJUANA/ADULT-USE CANNABIS DISPENSARY OPERATIONS WITHIN THE CITY AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.
MOTION GRUMLEY SECOND SCHUBERT TO ADD 52-74 TO THE AGENDA OF JULY 28, 2025.
Moliterno:  If it’s been asked for we can do a first reading on it tonight and start the process?  Paolone:  No.  It’s for overriding a veto.  We just have to ask to have it put on the agenda for the next meeting.  I checked all of that with Brian.  Moliterno:  Not a problem.  Paolone:  Tom did the right thing.  It will be on the meeting’s next agenda for a veto override which so you know takes 5 not 6.
SCHUBERT	2
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY	1
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO
ZIRAFI
MOTION PASSED 7-0

52-75										      SECOND READING
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY OF GIRARD ZONING MAP REZONING LOT #27, PARCEL 14-489645 ON CHERRY STREET FROM R2 TO B2 GENERAL BUSINESS DISTRICT.

52-76										      SECOND READING
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE ADMINISTRATION TO PURSUE BILLING NONRESIDENTS FOR MUTUAL AID AMBULANCE SERVICES.

52-77										      SECOND READING
AN ORDINANCE VACATING AN PUBLICLY DEDICATED TWENTY-FOOT-WIDE UNNAMED ALLEY AS IDENTIFIED IN ABNER OSBORNE’S ADDITION PLAT IN THE CITY OF GIRARD RECORDED AT TRUMBULL PLAT VOLUME A PAGE 118.

52-78										      SECOND READING
AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING AN ALTERNATIVE TAX BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF GIRARD, OHIO FOR THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING JANUARY 1, 2026, AND SUBMITTING COPIES OF SAME TO THE TRUMBULL COUNTY BUDGET COMMISSION.

52-79										            FIRST READING
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH RUDZIK EXCAVATING, 401 LOWELLVILLE RD., STRUTHERS, OH  44471, FOR THE MOSIER ROAD WATERLINE PROJECT FOR A PRICE NOT TO EXCEED THREE HUNDRED NINETY-THREE THOUSAND FIFTY-SIX DOLLARS AND NO/100 DOLLARS ($393,056.00).

NEW LEGISLATION

MOTION KAY SECOND ZIRAFI TO PREPARE A RESOLUTION OPPOSING HOUSE BILL 335 AND URGING THE OHIO GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO REJECT LEGISLATION THAT ELIMINATES INSIDE MILAGE AND TRANSFERS LOCAL BUDGETARY AUTHORITY TO COUNTY BUDGET COMMISSIONS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR
KAY		1
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO
ZIRAFI		2
MOTION PASSES 7-0

MOTION STANDOHAR SECOND MOLITERNO TO PREPARE LEGISLATION FOR AUTHORIZATION TO ACCEPT THE BID FROM KIRILA CONTRACTING FOR THE PARK AVENUE STREET IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR	1
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO	2
ZIRAFI
MOTION PASSES 7-0

Attorney Kren:  I will try to get these ordinances done by the end of the week.  I just want to remind the Council President that the vacation of the alley has to be recorded.  So, when it is passed the next meeting if the clerk gets it to me, assuming the auditor will reimburse me, I’ll get that to court.  Paolone:  She’ll reimburse you.

MOTION MOLITERNO SECOND ZIRAFI TO PREPARE LEGISLATION FOR AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE DISTRIBUTION RATES FOR INCOME TAX COLLECTIONS FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2025 EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2025.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO	1	
ZIRAFI		2
MOTION PASSES 7-0

MOTION ZIRAFI SECOND MOLITERNO TO PREPARE LEGISLATION FOR AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND APPROVING A ONE-TIME TAX REFUND IN THE AMOUNT OF $3,603.81 TO BARBARA MURPHY FOR ERRONEOUSLY PAID TAXES.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO	2
ZIRAFI		1
MOTION PASSES 7-0 

Paolone:  I’ve been here for the twenty years Brian has been here, he was a good guy.  He did what he needed to do and he did it right.  Brian, from the heart.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION SHUBERT  SECOND ZIRAFI TO ADJOURN THE MEETING OF JULY 14, 2025.




_____________________________________	____________________________________
REYNALD PAOLONE, PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL	MONICA URBANIC, CLERK OF COUNCIL
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