


APRIL 28, 2025
REGULAR MINUTES/JOURNAL

ROLL CALL

PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL		MR. REYNALD J. PAOLONE		                       PRESENT
FIRST WARD COUNCILMAN		MR. KEITH SCHUBERT			            	          PRESENT
SECOND WARD COUNCILMAN	MR. MARK STANDOHAR	                       	            ABSENT
THIRD WARD COUNCILMAN		MR. JEFF KAY					          PRESENT
FOURTH WARD COUNCILMAN	MR. THOMAS GRUMLEY	                                     PRESENT COUNCILMAN-AT-LARGE		MS. LILY MARTUCCIO				          PRESENT
COUNCILMAN-AT-LARGE		MR. JOHN MOLITERNO	 		          PRESENT
COUNCILMAN-AT-LARGE		MR. SAM ZIRAFI				          PRESENT
	
PLEDGE

President of Council Paolone:  Please remain standing for a second.  This past week a long-time city resident, long time politician, former mayor, former councilman and good friend of mine, Joe Melfi, passed away.  He really was a good friend, and I would like to have a moment of silence for him, and when we’re done, I’m going to allow his son say a to say a few words too if you guys don’t mind.  Just a moment of silence.
Thank you.  Young Joe you have the floor.  Please remain standing. 

Joe Melfi, Jr.:  Thank you.  For almost a half century the Melfi name has been respectfully tied to the City of Girard.  It was my father, Joseph J. Melfi, who made that name what it is today.  To this day people come up to me and tell me stories about what he did for them and their families.  In public they still called him mayor right up until his final days.  He was known as the people’s mayor.  A man who never stopped helping others both during and long after his time in office.  He loved people and people loved him back.  He loved this city as much as he loved Notre Dame football, the Yankees, and as most of you know, a good cigar.  They just don’t make them like my father anymore.  A first generation American who proudly served in the United States Army.  The son of Italian immigrants who came here with next to nothing, and yet he built a life, a name, and a legacy from the ground up.  Even his last days his charisma and charm never faded.  He was strong, he was brave, and he remained true to himself until the very end.  My father was, is and always will be a great spirit of this town and its people.  I want to thank everybody who called him a friend, his supporters and even those who were political rivals because outside of the arena they respected him too.  His legacy, like the people of Girard is strong and legends never die.  Thank you Renny, council, Mayor Zuppo for this recognition.  God bless my father and God bless the City of Girard.

Paolone:  Thank you, Joe.

There was a round of applause.

MOTION MARTUCCIO SECOND SCHUBERT TO EXCUSE COUNCILMAN STANDOHAR FROM THE COUNCIL MEETING OF APRIL 28, 2025.
SCHUBERT	2
STANDOHAR	Absent
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO	1
MOLITERNO
ZIRAFI
MOTION PASSED 6-0

COMMUNICATIONS

President of Council Paolone:  We received a letter from Mayor Zuppo.   A public hearing and special meeting of the Girard Planning Commission on April 15th.  The members voted 5-0 to recommend to council the request by Rob Berk to seek approval of to rezone one parcel on Cherry Street from R-1 to B-1, Parcel No. 14-4896495.  After speaking to Brian, I need a motion for a public hearing on June 9th.   We already have one at 6.  We’re going to make this one for 6:15.
MOTION MOLITERNO SECOND ZIRAFI TO SCHEDULE A PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING A ZONE CHANGE FOR JUNE 9, 2025 AT 6:15 PM.
Councilman Moliterno:  Is this property behind where the?  Mayor:  Yes.  He wants to add additional parking John.   Moliterno:  Not a problem.  Just wondered.  Thank you.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR	Absent
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO	1
ZIRAFI		2
MOTION PASSES 6-0

ADDITIONS & DELETIONS

52-70										           FIRST READING
AN ORDINANCE IN THE MATTER OF THE APPROVAL OF THE SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR THE GEAUGA-TRUMBULL SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT DISTRICT.
MOTION MOLITERNO SECOND ZIRAFI TO ADD ORDINANCE NO. 52-70 TO THE AGENDA OF APRIL 28, 2025.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR	Absent
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO	1
ZIRAFI		2
MOTION PASSED 6-0

ACCEPTANCE OF THE AGENDA

MOTION SCHUBERT SECOND MARTUCCIO TO ACCEPT THE AGENDA OF APRIL 28, 2025 AS AMENDED.
SCHUBERT	1
STANDOHAR	Absent
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO	2
MOLITERNO
ZIRAFI
MOTION PASSED 6-0

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

MOTION MARTUCCIO SECOND SCHUBERT TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF APRIL 14, 2025 AS WRITTEN.
SCHUBERT	2
STANDOHAR	Absent
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO	1
MOLITERNO
ZIRAFI
MOTION PASSED 6-0

CITIZENS COMMENTS

Patty Rounds, 331 Illinois Ave.:  This past weekend Tom Grumley organized a Parkwood Day Cleanup.  I just have to say, I got to work with the robotics team from the high school.  I had 6 kids.  They were awesome.  We ended up gathering, just for our group, was four bags of trash.  Just along Mosier Rd. which is kind of embarrassing.  But I just want to say, even though it was cold, a little windy, we did it and it was a great day.  So, thank you Tom for doing that.
Paolone:  Thank you for your comments.  We appreciate it.

Tod Latell, 862 Krehl:  I just want to, I was able to attend the color run that they did this past Sunday.  There were some kids from Girard High School, seniors and juniors, that put this event on.  There were about 100 people that attended.  The news covered it.  I know the Tribune did an article on it. The main thing that I want to say is this came from an idea from some Girard students.  They put this together and this money went to the Emmanuel Center to help fund it.  So, in the same spirit that you’re saying, it behooves all of us to make sure that the kids of this city get engaged and be a part of what we are trying to do to make this a better city.  It will help all of us and I just commend them in their efforts in doing that.
Paolone:  Appreciate your comments, Tod.  Thank you.  A lot of really, really good kids at that school.  A lot.  Scott Libert, very, very good principal.

REPORTS OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS OF THE CITY

MAYOR					MARK ZUPPO				          PRESENT
Mayor Zuppo:  On that same vein, because I was supportive of them too and sponsored a little sponsorship for them, tomorrow is Civic’s Day, so if you can make it to Civic’s Day, I am a big fan of it and I think that is one of the ways we get the hook in them and get them engaged.  I believe I totally agree with you Tod.  We got good news.  We got the paperwork, it’s formally been approved by the building inspectors, etc., so Cure Leaf will be starting work Wednesday at Family Video for our dispensary.  So, he told me once they start work it should be 3 months.  So, we should be looking at an August 1st opening.  That sounds exciting.  I had a conversation with Daniel Kessler who is the president of Riviera Creek, a grow house here in Youngstown.  I had a long conversation with him today and there is a lot of movement afoot between the growers’ association and a lot of the mayors in the state to change some of the language in the current budget.  We are meeting with Representative Thomas on Friday afternoon.  He voted for to pass the budget and they stuck that line in there about the cannabis dispensaries where they took 36% we were supposed to get, changed it to 20% and they said we are only going to get it for five years.  You want to talk about something that makes no sense, that makes no sense.  I am going to be asking Representative Thomas to sponsor a bill taking that line item and addressing it.  But it’s exciting news that Cure Leaf is coming.  Thanks to Mike Cardiero disc golf, they’re already playing, but we’re going to have a grand opening May 19th we are going to have a grand opening.  We’ll get a press release out soon Bob let everybody know, but they’re already playing.  I went down there the other day, it’s pretty amazing, but the signage isn’t even finished yet.  So, once that’s all done we’ll have a grand opening press release inviting everybody down.  I will be attending the Ohio Mayor’s Association conference in Columbus June 11 & 12th.  I will be attending the Fly Into DC, although I will be driving in with Mayor Cat from Struthers to the DC/Youngstown contingent down there at the end of June.  One other point I am going to make.  I will be asking the Board of Health this week to remove a member of their health commission and that will be Mr. Lou Adovasio.  So, I want to make that public that I will be asking for his removal.  I don’t know if I have any right to do that, but I’m asking.  He is one of the biggest violators that we have in the city right now and we shouldn’t have to put up with his nonsense anymore.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
COMMENTS:
Councilman Schubert:  What time does Civic’s Day start tomorrow?  Mayor:  8 a.m. at the high school library.  Schubert: Thank you, sir.
SAFETY/SERVICE DIRECTOR			MARK RAGOZINE			          PRESENT
Mr. Ragozine:  We’ll make sure Keith finds that library.  No update on the pumpstations, just continuing to report on the progress.  Last week we were doing some trial and error at the Churchill station and they installed the pump, they were testing it.  The pressure was a little bit too high for Shannon Road, some of the aging pipes on that road, so we did have about 7 breaks.  We ended up replacing 100 ft of 18” waterline.  A big credit and shout out to all of the guys on our water crew, Ashley Alejars, Dave Kuzman, Robbie Golden, Bill Fleming stepping in to help.  They worked on Good Friday, they worked almost every night last week, they worked on Saturday.  There was about six or seven straight days they worked, so really just a kudos to them and just being available to help in really an emergency.  For whatever reason the pipes couldn’t handle that pressure, so we dialed it back down.  It was at 68 psi.  They had it up over 70.  Once that 100 feet of line was installed we turned it back up to 70 and now it is running perfectly fine.  We’ve had no problems, knock on wood, the last 5, 6 days.  So, we got some yards we need to restore, we have an approach we need to fix because we had to jackhammer a driveway, but all is well right now.  At Tibbetts Wick they just installed the third pump.  They are just testing it right now, doing some analysis.  They are not going to start it until probably at least Wednesday, and then the other pumps, pump 1 and pump 2 will also come and be installed.  That project is still on track, as I have said, for June to be completed both pumpstations, but for now Churchill is running well.  Tibbetts Wick will soon be up and that just increases the efficiency of our water system, allows to push water further and save a little bit of money for the water fund that Julie had talked about.  Really good stuff.  I mentioned this last time as well, but just a reminder, we are going to be repaving and striping the Justice Center parking lot.  That is going to start next Thursday.  It’s a two-day project.  We have asked all of the businesses around, we allow them graciously to park in the lot, but we have asked everyone to clear out for a couple of days.  Pantalone Paving is going to handle that project and Yankee Clipper is going to come in and stripe it.  So, just two days and it will be ready for the farmers’ market at the end of May.  It will be in really nice shape for that.  Lastly, just a reminder, we have had two public meetings so far for the neighborhood revitalization grant that we are chasing after.  The third one is going to be next Monday, May 5th at 5 p.m. and that is again going to be at the Multi-Generation Center.  This is a grant we are going to apply for up to $750,000.  Essentially, community improvements, park improvements, infrastructure, really whatever the community can come up with.  I heard we had a great turn out.  I was unable to make the meeting last Thursday, but I heard there were 50-60 people there.  Credit to Judy and Patty, really, that came down and got flyers and went door to door.  I’m excited about the possibilities there.  With that that concludes my report.
Paolone:  Mark, before I go to questions you have something?  Mayor:  Yes.  I just want to point out that Judy and Patty came down again this week to get more flyers and to pass them out so kudos to them and it shows how people can really step up and show their civic pride and how they care about their neighborhood and community.  Thank you.
COMMENTS:
Grumley:  Anything back from PGM report on the roads yet?  Ragozine:  We have a meeting later this week. We are going to go over that final report and then he is going to come back and present that to council as well.

LAW DIRECTOR				BRIAN KREN				          PRESENT
Attorney Kren:  No report since you stole my thunder already about the public hearing so that’s all I had.  
COMMENTS:

AUDITOR					JULIE COGGINS			          PRESENT
Ms. Coggins:  No report. 
COMMENTS:

TREASURER					HENRY SFORZA			          PRESENT
Mr. Sforza:   No report.
COMMENTS:

FIRE CHIEF					JAMES PETRUZZI			          PRESENT
Chief Petruzzi:  Calls to date 752.  Crews assisted with the GHS 5K color run this weekend and will also be conducting a mock crash this Thursday for the prom promise.  Lastly, be weather aware tomorrow. 
COMMENTS:

POLICE CHIEF					JOHN NORMAN			            ABSENT

COMMITTEE REPORTS

FINANCES-MOLITERNO-GRUMLEY-ZIRAFI
Councilman Moliterno:  I have no real report tonight.  We had our finance committee meeting tonight at 6:30 prior.  It was a short meeting, which is a good thing because we heard a lot of positive news from both our auditor and our treasurer.
COMMENTS:

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT-KAY-MARTUCCIO-MOLITERNO
Councilman Kay:  No report.
COMMENTS:

BUILDING & GROUNDS-SCHUBERT-STANDOHAR-KAY
Councilman Schubert:  I had a meeting with Craig Rose who runs the cemetery.  He does a fabulous job.  I am going to get with the administration sometime this week on seeing about getting the front entrance stonework repointed so we can try to save that.  Also, we talked about potentially maybe starting up a tree program.  Maybe like pear trees from the north end kind of working the way down.  Grinding up the old ones now that we cut down the stumps and sort of make it look a little nicer than just kind of wild right now.  
COMMENTS:

HEALTH & SAFETY-GRUMLEY-MOLITERNO-MARTUCCIO
Councilman Grumley:  I’d just like to touch on a couple things.  First of all, thanks to the ladies for getting the crowd out for last public hearing.  It’s going a long way towards that grant.  For everybody that attended the cleanup on Saturday, we had over 36 volunteers, we picked up 48 bags of litter throughout the Parkwood area, sofa, 8 tires.  Cosmo had me doing all of the heavy lifting.  If you drive around right now it looks great.  Thank you to all of the volunteers, the Robotics team, the Beta club, those kids did a great job.  They worked, it was a little chilly but the rain held off for us.  The management group from Metallico brought donuts and t-shirts and water and they got out and worked on 422.  It was really nice riding around today and not seeing any trash laying around the streets.  So, thanks to everybody.  It really looks good.  To Mike Cardiero, we use to spend half a day cleaning up the park and we didn’t spend 10 minutes at the park.  We met, we passed things out and it really looks good Mike.  Thank you.  The restrooms, perfect.  Thanks.  You guys do a great job there.  Other than that, I just want to thank the men and women that protect and serve us every day here in the city.  Pallone:  Thank you for doing that every year.
COMMENTS:

STREETS, SIDEWALKS & EMPLOYEE WELFARE-STANDOHAR-KAY-GRUMLEY
Councilman Kay:  No report.  Looking forward to that study with the traffic or with the company that is coming in soon.  Next meeting possibly?  Ragozine:  Sure.  We can arrange that.
COMMENTS:

UTILITIES-ZIRAFI-SCHUBERT-STANDOHAR
Councilman Zirafi:  No report.
COMMENTS:

ZONING-MARTUCCIO-ZIRAFI-SCHUBERT
Councilwoman Martuccio:  Just a reminder, there’s a public hearing on May 27th, which is that Tuesday after Memorial Day at 6pm here regarding changes to an ordinance.  Paolone:  That’s a council meeting night.  Martuccio:  Yes.
COMMENTS:

THEATER-MARTUCCIO-MOLITERNO-SCHUBERT
Councilwoman Martuccio:  Trying to coordinator a time with the committee and Asente and the mayor and administration for going over our plans for our next step.  
COMMENTS:

ORDINANCES

52-67										          THIRD READING
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE TO HIRE NO MORE THAN FOUR (4) TEMPORARY SEASONAL EMPLOYEES.
MOTION MOLITERNO SECOND ZIRAFI FOR PASSAGE OF ORDINANCE NO. 52-67.
Schubert:  I just want to say that these are very important positions.  To the mayor, I appreciate you appointing the four individuals for this and it really does a nice job to help out Mike and the team at the parks and throughout the city.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR	Absent
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO	1
ZIRAFI		2
MOTION PASSES 6-0

52-69										      SECOND READING
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE TO ADVERTISE FOR REQUESTS OF STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE CITY OF GIRARD.

52-70										           FIRST READING
AN ORDINANCE IN THE MATTER OF THE APPROVAL OF THE SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR THE GEAUGA-TRUMBULL SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT DISTRICT.
Martuccio:  Just a question.  Is this a renewal that we go through every year and is there funding involved?  Do we have to pay them?  Grumley:  Monica has a copy of this from the District and I asked her to see if she could put it on PDF and send it to us all so we have a chance to review it.

NEW LEGISLATION

MOTION MOLITERNO SECOND KAY TO PREPARE AN ORDINANCE TO CONTINUE THE POSITION OF ASSISTANT SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR FOR UP TO TEN HOURS PER WEEK.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR
KAY		2
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO	1
ZIRAFI
MOTION PASSES 6-0

Mayor:  Thanks to Councilman Grumley.  He does a lot in his ward and the clean-up and Councilwoman Martuccio for her help with the clean-up as well and for always being at the block groups and that type of thing and go Cavs.

Martuccio:  Are we supposed to ask for a public hearing?  Paolone:  For?  Martuccio:  For June 9th at 6:00?  Paolone:  We already had that done. 

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION ZIRAFI SECOND KAY TO ADJOURN THE MEETING OF APRIL 28, 2025.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR	Absent
KAY		2
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO
ZIRAFI		1
MOTION PASSES 6-0




____________________________________		____________________________________
REYNALD PAOLONE					MONICA URBANIC
PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL				CLERK OF COUNCIL


2

