MONDAY, APRIL 14, 2025
	REGULAR MINUTES/JOURNAL

PLEDGE

ROLL CALL

PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL		MR. REYNALD J. PAOLONE		                         ABSENT
FIRST WARD COUNCILMAN		MR. KEITH SCHUBERT			            	          PRESENT
SECOND WARD COUNCILMAN	MR. MARK STANDOHAR	                       	          PRESENT
THIRD WARD COUNCILMAN		MR. JEFF KAY					          PRESENT
FOURTH WARD COUNCILMAN	MR. THOMAS GRUMLEY	                                     PRESENT COUNCILMAN-AT-LARGE		MS. LILY MARTUCCIO				          PRESENT
COUNCILMAN-AT-LARGE		MR. JOHN MOLITERNO	 		          PRESENT
COUNCILMAN-AT-LARGE		MR. SAM ZIRAFI				          PRESENT

MOTION GRUMLEY SECOND STANDOHAR TO EXCUSE PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL REYNALD PAOLONE FROM THE MEETING OF APRIL 14, 2025.
SCHUBERT	
STANDOHAR	2
KAY
GRUMLEY	1
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO	
ZIRAFI
MOTION PASSES 7-0

EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH PRESENTATION

Mayor Zuppo:  Can we have Miss Jacklyn Massuri up here please?  Our employee of the month Jacklyn, Jackie “Bulldog” Massuri.  We call her bulldog because she runs the inside water department.  It’s no easy job.  Especially when people want to come and “talk” about their water bills.  I said “talk”.  “Talk”.  She has only had to call the police once or twice, so not too bad.  She does a great job.  When we first got here, we had a list like this of delinquents.  We got together we knocked the list down to here.  Unfortunately, it started going back up again because we have some issues, but we are knocking them back down again.   You know it’s unfortunate that we have to shut people’s water off, but that’s where we’re at.  We are shutting people’s water off if they don’t pay their bills.  We show some compassion.  You can see the compassion written all over Jackie’s face.  We now have a policy in place.  There was no policy before. If you’re having a hard time, you give us ½ the money down and you sign a contract, and you’ve got 16 months interest free that you can pay your old water bill off.  You have to still continue to pay your current water bill every other month.  (The mayor read the certificate aloud) We call her Bulldog but she is always smiling.  We want to congratulate Jackyn Massuri she’s this month’s employee of the month.  Jacklyn Massuri:  Thank you.

COMMUNICATIONS

President Pro-Temp John Moliterno:  In communications we have a letter that we obviously all got in our packets from Tom Nader regarding a petition regarding an unnamed alley in town.  Brian, any comments on it?  Attorney Kren:  I’ll cover it in my report.  Moliterno:  Very good.

ADDITIONS & DELETIONS

52-69										            FIRST READING
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE TO ADVERTISE FOR REQUESTS OF STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE CITY OF GIRARD.
MOTION GRUMLEY SECOND KAY TO ADD ORDINANCE NO. 52-69 TO THE AGENDA OF APRIL 14, 2025
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR
KAY		2
GRUMLEY	1
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO
ZIRAFI
MOTION PASSES 7-0

ACCEPTANCE OF THE AGENDA

MOTION ZIRAFI SECOND MARTUCCIO TO ACCEPT THE AGENDA OF APRIL 14, 2025 AS AMENDED.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR	
KAY		
GRUMLEY	
MARTUCCIO	2
MOLITERNO
ZIRAFI		1
MOTION PASSES 7-0 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

MOTION ZIRAFI SECOND MARTUCCIO TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF MARCH 24, 2025 AS WRITTEN.
SCHUBERT	
STANDOHAR	
KAY		
GRUMLEY	
MARTUCCIO	2
MOLITERNO
ZIRAFI		1
MOTION PASSES 7-0

CITIZENS’ COMMENTS

Randy Emery, 100 W. Liberty Street, downtown Girard:  I just want to make sure that the Wellman Theater is going to be covered tonight?   If there’s going to be information updated?  Mayor Zuppo:  There will be a report on the Wellman.  Emery:  I just want to make sure because sometimes there is no report.  I just want to see what is going on that’s all.  Thanks.

Judy Whorley, 407 Idaho Ave.:  I’d like to address the problem of the blight houses in Girard.  Once the owner receives a citation or whatever it is, a warning, how long do they have to take care of that?  Moliterno:  Again, we are going to let you make your comments and then we’ll go to the appropriate member of the administration to answer those comments.  I hope you don’t mind.  If you have any other questions for us put it out there and we can refer it to the mayor or service director to answer.  Whorley:  Refer what?  Moliterno:  If you have any additional questions to ask before we allow these gentlemen to respond  Whorley:  Eh, not right now.  Moliterno:  And that’s fine and now we’ll  give them a chance to respond to that.  Mayor?  Mark Ragozine:  I’d like to take this one.  Are you referring to a nuisance and request to abate letter posted on the door?  Whorley:  No just blight houses.  Nobody’s taking care of them.  They’re empty.  Ragozine:  In a situation like that it is typically they get a notice, and they get 30 days otherwise the city will abate the nuisance.  Right now, we are working with the Trumbull Neighborhood Partnership.  We have 5 properties that are going to be coming down here in the month of May.  The owners did not respond to those requests to abate the nuisance and bring the houses back up to code.  They completely ignored them.  So now the next step unfortunately for us is to demo the premises.  As soon as those contractors have a scheduled date to come in, they are going to tear down 5 different houses down in the city in May.  We continue to build new lists of properties like you’re referring to and we will continue to go through the same process.  It just takes a little bit of time.
Moliterno:  Mame, if you have some addresses of houses you could give to the administration after the meeting.  Whorley:  If I have an address?  I do have an address.  Moliterno.  The reason I say that is because that house might be on the list right now.  Whorley:  Well I doubt it because Danny Rau just took a picture of it today.  430 Idaho Avenue.  Seaweed is growing in front of it.  All over the house.  Nobody has lived there for years.  Moliterno:  We appreciate that and we’ll have additional conversation about that after the meeting.
  
Patricia Rounds, 331 Illinois Ave., Girard:  I just wanted to say after our meeting at the Parkwood meeting Trumbull County Health Department did come out.  They did put rat traps down.  I have problems with rats.  Big rats.  But they said that’s going to be the last time that they can do anything for my situation.  So, I talked to Tom Grumley and I just wanted to say that I’m thankful he’s our councilman because I know he’s probably been calling to get it all taken care of, and hopefully the other situation that you and I talked about will be taken care of because nothing’s been done.  Mayor:  Are you talking about the Market?  Rounds:  No the my neighbor.  I don’t want to say no names.  I just want to thank you guys for addressing that for me and everything and getting it taken care of.  Thank you.

Cosmo Signoriello, 111 S Davis Street:  I just wanted to make sure that people realize we have councilman at large also that you can consult with besides our councilmen for our ward.  The councilmen at large represents the whole city.  A lot of times when I have an issue I call all of the councilmen at large plus my councilman.  Thank you.  Moliterno:  That’s a point well taken.  I am a councilman at large as well as Mr. Zirafi.  Whorley:  I want all your name and phone number.  Moliterno:  That’s part of our job, to go over the cons and pros and try to help you with your problem.  Signoriello:  Excuse me council people at large because there is a councilwoman there too.  Moliterno:  Good job Cos.   

REPORTS OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS OF THE CITY

MAYOR					MARK ZUPPO				          PRESENT
Mayor Zuppo:  So, I had a busy couple of weeks.  Let’s see.  We attended, the City of Girard put a dream team together for the Chamber’s pinball event fundraiser.  Unfortunately, we did not place very high, but we had a good time.  I want to congratulate Trumbull County Commissioner, Denney Malloy, for bringing a bunch of ringers in to win the tournament.  He actually went out and recruited two guys that won state pinball championships, so I saw him at the engineer’s dinner last week and I made sure I busted his chops about that, but it was  a good time and I think it was good publicity for Girard, for Past Times and they’re doing a great job down there.  Let’s see.  I was in Columbus on April 1st and 2nd for the Youngstown Drive-in.  I drove down with Mayor Cercone Miller from Struthers.  Unfortunately, we were supposed to drive down with Mayor Tedesco from Campbell he was supposed to join us.  On Tuesday he called and said he wasn’t feeling well.  Mayor of Campbell, Mayor of Struthers and myself get together periodically because we are kind of similar communities and we have got to become really friendly with each other, and we got the news the next morning that Mayor Tedesco passed away that night.  So, it was a sad occasion there, but we went down to Columbus, I addressed the Speaker of the House on House Bill 160.  He pretty much lied to my face and so I’ll remember that.  I have had a lot of good conversations since then with Representative Dave Thomas.  Mr. Ragozine and I are going to be with Dave in two weeks.  I told him that I wasn’t happy with some of the votes that were taken in the state when it comes to the budget and especially concerning the cannabis dispensary tax distribution.  They went from 36% to 20% for only five years.  I said how is our auditor supposed to set a budget with five years of revenue and then no revenue after that.  I mean it’s just silly.  Anyway, I’ve already booked my trip to Washington DC for the end of June, and it’s called Youngstown Fly-in, but I will be driving down again with Mayor Cat and with Kristen from KO Consulting so we’ll save a few bucks on airfare, and Mayor Cat drives the Struthers vehicle so it costs me nothing.  That works out well.  We had a Mayors Association meeting on April 4th at the Covelli Headquarters hosted by Sam Covelli.  It was very nice.  Those meetings have become really, really, we’re really engaged.  Everybody is really engaged there.  Whether it’s Mayor Brown from Youngstown or Mayor Franklin from Warren, Mayor Mientkiewicz of Niles, Mayor Kyle, Mayor Cat from Struthers, everybody is really getting involved and we’re having great dialogue.  Great discussions.  We’re trying to help each other out and help the Valley out and I think it is a very positive thing.  We also attended, Mark and I attended the Trumbull County Engineer’s dinner whenever, one-night last week.  I don’t know.  All of my nights seem to be blurring anymore.  Also attended the meeting at the public library on April 10th.  met with these lovely ladies here.  I think I see Patty back there.  The mayor of Parkwood Jim D’Amelio made an appearance as well.  The next meeting is on the 24th, discussing CDBG money and how to spend those dollars in the Parkwood area specially at Stambaugh Park.  Getting into a little bit of recreation discussion here so, the Easter egg hunt took place on Saturday.  So, I want to thank as usual, I want to thank, I think every meeting I come up here and I thank Mike Cardiero, but Mike actually happened to be here tonight, thanks Mike.  (there was a round of applause) No offense to any of our other workers, Chief, anybody else, but he is the hardest working guy.  You have to make him take time off.  He’s crazy.  It’s these Marines.  They don’t know anything but work, but he’s doing a great job.  So, the Easter Egg Hunt was a success with help from a volunteer group called, I promised I’d get this right Mike, Advancing Community Together, ACT, Girard ACT.  Advancing Community Together.  It’s a group of women, some retired, they all are volunteering.  I have some family members involved.  Leah Byrne, Cathy McCracken, Mike’s wife was there helping out too Saturday, Chris.  So, it’s just a group of women that wanted to do things to help the city and specifically recreation.  They’re doing a great job.  If you haven’t seen the new bocce courts at Tod Park, I know Larry Carson will be happy.  He stopped me every time he saw me for the last two years and said when are we going to fix the bocce courts and thanks to Mike the courts look great.  We have the message board that’s been ordered for downtown.  $31,000 is the cost.   Thanks to Julie for letting us spend that money and the goal is June 1st.  It’s a one-day deal to put it in and Charlie Mazzella is going to do the electrical work and Charlie has offered to do it for nothing out of the goodness of his heart and he’s a good man.  So, if you can support Charlie Mazzella please do.  I just found out tonight, so I knew disc golf got started putting it in, but I guess they’re already playing, huh Mike.  Mike Cardiero:  Yes sir.  Mayor:  So, our real opening, I guess this would be a soft opening now today because there’s people actually playing out there today at Liberty Park.  So, we have a 9-hole disc golf course at Liberty Park.  The middle of May will kind of be the grand opening.  Maybe a little press.  Cardiero:  It’s 18 holes down there.  Mayor:  I’m sorry.  18 holes.  Let’s see.  The Wellman Theater.  The Wellman Theater.  We it just came today as I was talking to Mark on the phone and the email came through, so we got the architectural stuff for the Wellman Theater, and I’ll share it with you tomorrow.  So now we have a base that we know.  So, the asbestos removal has been done.  Now if we look at the architectural information, we can start developing what our plan is going to be.  We will be moving forward as expeditiously as possible.  I’ve got some issues with; I know Councilman Grumley and I talked about some issues with people just dumping mattresses out in the yards.  I made that phone call today, Tom.  I called Sam at Republic and we are going to try, so, if you have people that are throwing stuff out on the curb that they are supposed to pay for pickup, and you know they are not paying for pickup, the trash is collected and it is still sitting there, give us a call, we’ll call Republic, they’re going to pick it up and they’re going to bill them.  We are going to try that and see how it works.  Thanks to Mr. Grumley for, that was his Ivy League suggestion actually.  I am always big on giving people the proper credit.  Brian, you’re going to address the public hearing for vacation, right? I want to remind everybody Civic’s Day, April 29th.  It’s different.  It’s on a Tuesday.  Please let Monica or Gaye know in our office if you’re going to be attending so we can let Jason Johnson at the high school know.  It would be great if we get everybody there.  The school board all come, the administration comes, we’d like to see more council people come.  That would be good.  I know it is difficult to give up your day.  I am going to be coming out with two new awards in the near future.  One of them we are going to call the Simple Act of Kindness Award.  We all see things every day when people do something, they go out of their way to do something when someone is not looking.  Just doing an act of kindness.  If you see those things, if you know of it, give us a call.  Report it.  We’re going to come up with some sort of award.  The other one is going to be called the Civic Pride Award.  That one is going to be geared towards zoning and that is going to be geared towards people who are making improvements to their yards, cleaning up their yards and cleaning up messes.  We are going to kinda try to incentivize them to do that.  We will give them a Civic Pride Award.  I’m thinking come up with a sign with a “G” on it and put it in their yard put civic pride on it.  Something to that affect.  Not sure when we are going to be able to get this all started, but I know I want to do it, so within the next couple months we’ll get it going.  Finally, my next podcast will be, we’ll be taping it on May 1st so it should be out by May 4th or so.  You can plan your Cinco de Mayo parties around listening to the podcast. Pending your questions that concludes my report.    I’m sorry John, one other thing.  Excuse me.   I just got, Greg Strollo sent me information on the gazebo also where the message board is going downtown we want to put a gazebo there.  So, as soon as I get that pricing, I’ll get it out to everybody and let you know what it is.  It is under the threshold that requires bids.  Moliterno:  When you send that out also send out reports on the positioning on that property.  Mayor:  So, I will tell you, are you going to touch on the blacktopping?   Mark is going to address that.  Where the city parking lot is across from the court, Mark is going talk about what we’re going to do with that parking lot, just on the other side of it where the little Christmas tree was that we took down, that’s where the message board is going the be, the gazebo is going to be and a farmer’s market is going to be starting May 31st, Mike?  Is that the goal?  Cardiero:  Yes sir.  Mayor:  That’s the goal to start the farmer’s market May 31st and that is the Girard ACT group that is involved helping Mike put that together.
COMMENTS:

SAFETY/SERVICE DIRECTOR			MARK RAGOZINE			          PRESENT
Mr. Ragozine:  I will just lead off with, as the mayor said, we got some bids to resurface the justice center parking lot.  Those came in pretty reasonably.  $36000 from Pantalone Paving.  They are going to come in and do a mill and fill, level that it out.  It’s going to be a 2-day job, so we are already working with the court to make sure there is no disruption in parking.  We are going to try to accommodate them as best we can.  And then Yankee Clipper is going to come in and stripe it appropriately and, obviously, put in the handicap and ada accessible and everything.  That is going to take place within the first 2 weeks of May.  So, it will line up for when the farmer’s market takes place later on in the month.  Obviously, if you parked in that parking lot recently, it definitely needs the work so this will be a great way to beautify that part of the city and it will line up with everything we’re doing with the gazebo and the message board.  Thanks to Julie, obviously.  We don’t do anything; I don’t lift a finger without confirming it with her from a financial perspective.  Same with respect that these are things we can do reasonably and to a major benefit to the city.   I reported several times on the Churchill and Tibbetts Wick pumpstations.  That project continues on schedule, actually maybe ahead of schedule by a week or two.  They actually have been testing out the pumps.  They are running very well.  No issues.  They have not connected water to them, yet Zach has informed me, but they don’t foresee any issues at this time.  I think they are going to test that out, maybe next week, but that still puts online for putting that pump online by the end of the month and then they’ll move over to Tibbetts Wick and we hope to have that pump on line by early June at the latest.  So, the pump station project, which is a couple years coming now, will be complete.  Again, as of now, we are actually ahead of schedule.  It’s good news to report there.  Also touched on the broadband fiber optic companies being interested in coming into town.  We do have 2 companies that are actively pulling permits.  They are submitting the constructions sheets to the engineer.  He is reviewing those certainly with a fine-tooth comb as Zach does.  He is asking questions of them, but we’ve met with one of the companies.  We are meeting with another one this week just to kind of get a feel for how they operate.  Both of them have stated that before each day’s work they submit what they call sheet streets which is exactly where they’re going to be that day.  So, we will stop on top of their progress and make sure there are no issues.  They have assured us that the disruption to the yard and the right of way, they’ll come back within 3 days to rectify that situation.  So, there’s not going to be a long delay where your front yard is torn up and whatnot and then the mounting structure is going to be flush.  So very little disruption to landscaping and so we are on board with all of that and so both companies seem reasonable and we’re happy to bring them into town.  It will create competition.  Obviously, we have Spectrum and then we’ll have two fiber optic providers so we’re hoping that the market competition will drive down the rates and everyone will just have more choice.  That’s a good thing.  CDBG grant.  I think the mayor touched on it a little bit.  A collaborative effort with Zach, KO consulting, got to give a shutout to John Bralich at YSU and the GIS department.  What we did was we mapped out all our hydrants that are in need of replacement in the near future.  About 140 or so of them, and so what we are applying for with CDBG is about $166,000.  That will allow us to replace 15 of the most in need to be replaced hydrants.  Obviously, there are some engineering costs and some traffic maintenance involved there so 15 hydrants roughly $8-$10,000 a piece to replace.  It is not a cheap endeavor.  We are going to keep chipping away at that 140, but for now we will make a little bit of a dent.  15 is still forward progress.  Maplewood Estates.  Altobelli, Jason Altobelli, they are proposing to construct roughly 28 or 29 villas, condo-type residential properties behind the Hickory Trace, you know the Squaw Creek area there.  Right now, we just concluded the CCTV report that United Services did a few weeks back.  Everything looks good with the existing utilities.  We’ve got a few other things to do, but in speaking with the developer he was pleased with those results.  Nothing that would concern him from moving forward with the project, but it’s exciting.  For the first time in a long time there’s new construction in residential properties in Girard.  That means that, obviously, our population is going to go up, our income tax base, property tax base, so it’s all good news.  As that progresses we’ll have a lot more information on that project, but it’s just sort of in the beginning stages.  Then, lastly, the mayor also touched on this and was at the public meeting along with Tom last Thursday, the Neighborhood Revitalization Grant.  Just exploring ways in which we can do some public facility improvements in the fourth ward.  Parkwood in particular.  We’re looking for feedback from residents.  There are two more opportunities to attend public meetings.  The next one is going to be April 24th at 5 pm.  That will take place at the Multi Generational Center.  And then a final opportunity Monday May 5th at 5 pm and that will be at the Girard Library.  Again, we want to get as much feedback as possible to see what folks would like to see happen and then we’re going to submit a grant application and see, just kind of take our chances at pulling some funding back in.  Could work on a project we talked about today whether again, skate park, park improvements at Stambaugh whether it's infrastructure upgrades, really whatever the public needs.  Pending your questions that concludes my report.  
COMMENTS:
Councilman Grumley:  On the CDBG grant for the fire hydrants, is that 100% or are we going to? Ragozine:  Yes.  There is no match involved.  Grumley:  This would be something for Sam’s committee, but could we look at maybe piggybacking, you know since the engineering is being done and so forth and the mobilization of whoever the contractor ends up being, could we look at maybe doing another 5-10 from the water fund to keep this going?  I mean I know we have some serious areas in town that have multiple hydrants that are bad.  I mean look at, obviously, our auditor would have to sign off on it.  Ragozine:  Yea I don’t do anything without her approval.  Absolutely.  I think we are exploring Tom, every possible way because we want to get that 140 + hydrants replaced as soon as possible.  So, every time we get a funding source that comes before us, or if water funds free up we will certainly explore that.
Councilman Kay:  Do you have a timeline on the fiber optic companies actually making it off?   Ragozine:  Once we review, and I mean it’s an extensive process.  We are asking a lot of the engineer.  Sheets come in it covers an entire neighborhood so it’s a lot of engineer review that goes into that.  You can ask Zach after the meeting.  We are getting there as quick as possible, but, if approved and once approved, you’re looking at early May when they start coming into town or mid-May and it’s probably a 5–6-month process.  What happens is as they complete each neighborhood that portion of the network gets light up.  So, if they start, I’m making this up, if they start in Squaw Creek or if they start in Parkwood, either way, as soon as they are done with that portion of the city, they will light up the network and they will start offering services to its residents.  Both of these companies are actually, if approved, that’s the key, going to start at opposite ends so there’s not going to be a conflict with them on the same streets at the same time.  Moliterno:  That was a good question Jeff because we’ve talked a lot about fiber optics.  We have Spectrum right not without much in the way of alternatives.  Ragozine:  That’s nothing against Spectrum.  They have served us for a number of years, but what we have learned, the mayor reminded me of this earlier, when I was at Eastgate we did a broadband feasibility study and a lot of what they are recommending is you need three providers in each community to create competition so there is not just one offering and they offer a higher price level.  My guess, and don’t hold me to this, is that is going to draw the price down by $20, $30, $40 a month for high level internet packages.  So, if you get the three providers it’s just good all around.

LAW DIRECTOR				BRIAN KREN				          PRESENT
Attorney Kren:  Just a couple of things about public hearings.  At council meetings when council wants to set a hearing, they have to take a motion and put it on the schedule.  So, at the last meeting there was a discussion about zoning code amendment recommended by the planning commission and we need to set a 30 day, at least a 30 days out so we could put the notice in legal news.  We didn’t do that last week.  Maybe some time tonight someone would move and that would take to us to the 2nd meeting in May.  And then in our packets was the request to vacate the alley behind Windsor House’s corporate offices on West Liberty St.  That requires a notice for once a week for 6 weeks.  So that would take us to the first meeting in June.  How much time council wants to, it could be 15 minutes or whatever, you have to put in some legal notice of a hearing for council to review the application for the meeting Moliterno:  We post it six times but it’s one hearing?  Kren:  One public hearing, correct.  Moliterno:  Is it posted in the Tribune, Vindicator?  How do you do that?  Kren:   Yes.  Usually, the Tribune.  Grumley:  So, we could ask for that for the next meeting?  Kren:  No. You ask for a motion to set a hearing, you can do that today, for Grumley:  For the next meeting?  Kay:  For just a hearing?  Kren:  The hearing would be in the second meeting in May for the zoning.    Martuccio:  And then what about the vacation?  Kren:  The vacation of street, assuming council doesn’t want to have a special meeting, would be the 1st meeting in June.  Moliterno:  I appreciate you clarifying where that was because on the map we got it’s obviously hard to tell where it is but now  Kren:  So if that’s granted we record the ordinance and then that vacated alley would be divided 50-50 amongst the adjoining properties.  Mayor:  I spoke to the one person whose property that abuts today, so I wouldn’t set more than 15 minutes for the hearing because there is only one person that is contiguous to that alley and I told him he should settle now and save himself the headache, but it didn’t sound like he wants to do that.
COMMENTS:

AUDITOR					JULIE COGGINS			          PRESENT
Ms. Coggins:  No report this evening.  I will go over the quarterly numbers at our finance meeting next month.
COMMENTS:

TREASURER					HENRY SFORZA			          PRESENT
Mr. Sforza: I sent out reports just the other day of what our distributions from RITA  were through the end of March.  If you look at where we are right now, we are down a little over 3 ½ %, but if you’ll all remember we had that one adjustment in January where they had that mistake in December so $35,000.  So, if you make that adjustment here we are just about even with last year at this time.  So, it’s not looking bad.  It will be interesting to see how April looks after tax collections, but we’re ok right now going forward.
COMMENTS:

FIRE CHIEF					JAMES PETRUZZI			          PRESENT
Chief Petruzzi:  Calls to date 659.  Regarding my concerns from the last finance meeting, that individual has returned to work, so it is no longer issue at this time.
COMMENTS:

Moliterno:  The administration and those of you that are in attendance tonight, sometimes we have meetings that are 10 minutes long and there are other nights that are a little bit longer, but from all of the information we received tonight that we get not only as council, but all of you that are in attendance tonight get as well, you know it tells you that these ladies and gentlemen are working very hard for the City of Girard and there’s a lot of things that are going on right now, most of which they told us about tonight and a lot of things that they weren’t’ able to talk about tonight.  So, we certainly appreciate that information.

POLICE CHIEF					JOHN NORMAN			            ABSENT

COMMITTEE REPORTS

FINANCES-MOLITERNO-GRUMLEY-ZIRAFI
Councilman Moliterno:  We are going to have caucus time for our meeting on the 28th at 6:30 for our finance committee.
COMMENTS:

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT-KAY-MARTUCCIO-MOLITERNO
Councilman Kay:  No report.
COMMENTS:

BUILDING & GROUNDS-SCHUBERT-STANDOHAR-KAY
Councilman Schubert:  A quick report.  We had a committee meeting today to discuss some things potentially to go on in the parks.  I do want to thank the mayor and all the city workers that were involved with the disc golf.  I saw it on Facebook as well.  It looks awesome.  The parks look great.  They’re in great shape.  Stambaugh we are looking to expand to put some more things in Stambaugh, and I think from the committee and the administration we are committed to making something happen there.  Obviously, cost is going to dictate what we do there, but we are definitely going to do some things in the parks.
COMMENTS

HEALTH & SAFETY-GRUMLEY-MOLITERNO-MARTUCCIO
Councilman Grumley:  We met April 7th with the Service Directors Ragozine and Ponzio Councilwoman Martuccio and Councilman Schubert and we discussed personnel in the fire department and ambulance service. We are going to have a follow up meeting.  You guys can check your schedules for 11 a.m. next Wednesday the 23rd just let me now and I’ll have Monica schedule it.  11 a.m. Wednesday the 23rd.  If that works.  Other than that, I would just like to thank the ladies for attending tonight that were at the meeting also for the grant for the Parkwood area.  They are going door to door, passing out pamphlets and you know on Facebook trying to round everybody up to be at our next meeting.  You know the more people that attend the better it is for the grant.  It could go a long ways as far as the park, the sidewalks, the streets, the fire hydrants in the Parkwood area if we could get the people out to attend the meeting.  Thank the administration for getting KO involved and Zach in the group effort and hopefully it pays off.  Thank you for that.
COMMENTS:
Moliterno:  A comment was made by one of the young ladies tonight about what a good councilman Mr. Grumley is and he truly cares about the area he serves.  Tom, how many years have you been 4th ward councilman?  Grumley:  Right around 20.  Moliterno:  So, he does care about Parkwood and again, those of you that have been attending know how many times the Parkwood area and the field in the Parkwood area itself have been talked about over the last two or three months.  It probably hadn’t been talked about for years and we certainly appreciate those that grew up playing on the field out there and the people in the Parkwood area know how important it is and it’s great to see it being brought back to life, and there’s things that are going to go on down there through Mr. Schubert’s committee and the administration that will bring a lot more people from Girard to the Parkwood area.  They’re going to see it is a very positive thing for the city.  Thanks Tom.
COMMENTS:

STREETS, SIDEWALKS & EMPLOYEE WELFARE-STANDOHAR-KAY-GRUMLEY
Councilman Standohar:  No report Mr. Chairman.  Grumley:  On streets and sidewalks, I just want to thank Service Director Ragozine for putting together this pavement management group.  It was very informative tonight.  The further we can stretch these streets out and maybe stop the resurfacing program would go a long way.  Thank you.  This was a big start.
COMMENTS:

UTILITIES-ZIRAFI-SCHUBERT-STANDOHAR
Councilman Zirafi:  No report.
COMMENTS:

ZONING-MARTUCCIO-ZIRAFI-SCHUBERT
Councilwoman Martuccio:  Law Director Kren, is this where I ask council for a vote to have a public hearing?  Kren:  You can.  Martuccio:  Can I ask for a vote from council to have a public hearing meeting on May 27th on the zoning ordinance change for rv equipment?  Kren:  Storing of recreational vehicles.  Martuccio:  Recreational vehicles storage.  Kren:  You need a time.  Martuccio:  At 6 pm and then following the public hearing I would like to have a zoning committee meeting at that time also.  Moliterno:  At 6pm?  Again, we have a finance meeting that night.  Martuccio:  Yes.  That’s fine.  Moliterno:  You’re ok timewise.
MOTION MARTUCCIO SECOND ZIRAFI TO HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING A ZONING ORDINANCE CHANGE FOR STORAGE OF RECREATIONAL VEHICLES.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO	1
MOLITERNO
ZIRAFI		2
MOTION PASSES 7-0
COMMENTS:

THEATER-MARTUCCIO-MOLITERNO-SCHUBERT
Councilwoman Martuccio:  Thank the mayor for his report that they got from the consultants today.  I will follow up with administration and see when we will set up our next focus group for the Wellman Theater and downtown renovation and how we proceed next.
COMMENTS:

ORDINANCES

52-66										          THIRD READING
AN ORDINANCE CREATING ANNUAL APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2025 IN THE CITY OF GIRARD, OHIO.
MOTION GRUMLEY SECOND KAY FOR PASSAGE OF ORDINANCE NO. 52-66.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR
KAY		2
GRUMLEY	1
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO
ZIRAFI
MOTION PASSES 7-0

52-67										      SECOND READING
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE TO HIRE NO MORE THAN FOUR (4) TEMPORARY SEASONAL EMPLOYEES.

52-69										            FIRST READING
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE TO ADVERTISE FOR REQUESTS OF STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE CITY OF GIRARD.

NEW LEGISLATION

KAY:  Do we have to ask for that then?  Kren:  If anybody was listening.  Moliterno:  Tom is going to ask for it.
MOTION GRUMLEY SECOND STANDOHAR TO SET A PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE VACATION OF THE ALLEYWAY FOR THE FIRST MEETING OF JUNE AT 6 PM.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR	2
KAY
GRUMLEY	1
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO
ZIRAFI
MOTION PASSES 7-0

Grumley:  April 26th is the 4th ward cleanup so anybody that can help out, and Mark can you get a city worker to go up to the Green Team and get all of the supplies?  Ragozine:  I’ll make a note of that for tomorrow.  Grumley:  We usually have a city recreation truck.  Ragozine:  I already reached out.  I think we’re set.  Grumley:  Thank you.  

Moliterno:  As a reminder to everyone this evening April 29th is Civic’s Day.  I believe that’s at 8 in the morning.  We meet together in the library at the high school.  

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION  KAY SECOND GRUMLEY  TO ADJOURN THE MEETING OF APRIL 14, 2025.
SCHUBERT	
STANDOHAR	
KAY		1
GRUMLEY	2
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO
ZIRAFI		
MOTION PASSES 7-0 
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