MONDAY, JANUARY 27, 2025
	REGULAR MINUTES/JOURNAL

PLEDGE

ROLL CALL

PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL			MR. REYNALD J. PAOLONE			            PRESENT
FIRST WARD COUNCILMAN		MR. KEITH SCHUBERT				            PRESENT
SECOND WARD COUNCILMAN		MR. MARK STANDOHAR				            PRESENT
THIRD WARD COUNCILMAN		MR. JEFF KAY					            PRESENT
FOURTH WARD COUNCILMAN		MR. THOMAS GRUMLEY			            PRESENT COUNCILMAN-AT-LARGE		MS. LILY MARTUCCIO				            PRESENT
COUNCILMAN-AT-LARGE		MR. JOHN MOLITERNO	 			            PRESENT
COUNCILMAN-AT-LARGE		MR. SAM ZIRAFI				              ABSENT

MOTION MOLITERNO SECOND GRUMLEY TO EXCUSE COUNCILMAN ZIRAFI FROM THE MEETING OF JANUARY 27, 2025.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY	2
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO	1
ZIRAFI
MOTION PASSES 6-0

COMMUNICATIONS

ADDITIONS & DELETIONS

52-49											FIRST READING
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COMPENSATION OF THE PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR OF THE CITY OF GIRARD, OHIO.
MOTION MOLITERNO SECOND SCHUBERT TO ADD 52-49 TO THE AGENDA OF JANUARY 27, 2025.
SCHUBERT	2
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO	1
ZIRAFI
MOTION PASSES 6-0


ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA

MOTION SCHUBERT SECOND MARTUCCIO TO ACCEPT THE AGENDA OF JANUARY 27, 2025 AS AMENDED.
SCHUBERT	1
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY	
MARTUCCIO	2
MOLITERNO
ZIRAFI		
MOTIONS PASSES 6 -0
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

MOTION MOLITERNO SECOND SCHUBERT TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF JANUARY 13, 2025 AS WRITTEN.
SCHUBERT	2
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO	1
ZIRAFI		
MOTIONS PASSES 6-0
	
CITIZENS’ COMMENTS

REPORTS OF THE OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS OF THE CITY

MAYOR						MARK ZUPPO				            PRESENT
Mayor Zuppo:  I have a few things here.  Number 1 I will be heading to Niles on February 12th for a meeting with Girard, Hubbard, Cortland Niles for the money for the CHIP grant that was just awarded.  I will be meeting with all five communities.  That grant was led by the City of Niles with all of the other Trumbull County communities, cities listed as well.  So, we will be going over the nuts and bolts of that agreement on the 12th.  I attended last Wednesday the semi-quincentennial, dare you all to say that real fast, semi-quincentennial meetinh at the Trumbull County Commissioners meeting and we will be applying for American 250 city designation here.  So, that is all about the 250-year anniversary of the United States next year in 2026.  Should be fun.  I will be attending career day at St. Rose on Wednesday morning from 9-11 to see what a bunch of eighth graders want to do with the rest of their lives.  We will be holding within the next six weeks I am just trying to nail down a date with Father John at St. Rose on a luncheon.  I started this last year where I held a luncheon and invited all of the churches in the community.  We had a great round table discussion, and some sub-groups came out of that meeting.  So, we will plan on moving forward.  Father Jordon leaving St. Rose kind of left a little void there for a while.  I talked to Father John over the weekend, and we are going to be getting back on track.  I will be appointing two people to the tax incentive review council.  Henry Sforza will be one of them and I will be appointing my new safety service director, Mark Ragozine, as the other.  I attended Eastgate’s housing strategy plan last week I think it was and very informative.  We are all dealing with kind of the same issues, all of the communities in this area and Eastgate is leading the charge on a plan of action.  That same day I went and met with the Columbiana City Manager, Lance Willard, and he is a brilliant guy.  When he showed be a slide deck on what he did with the downtown and how he developed his downtown.  There is no reason for us to recreate the wheel.  He is a very good man and he is willing to come up here and do a presentation for us.  We are going to be putting together a committee.  I met with Councilwoman Martuccio earlier and we are going to be talking about putting a committee together and formulating a plan based on what they did in Columbiana.  It’s brilliant really.  I couldn’t go into detail.  At some point, once we get things going, Lance is willing to come and do the presentation for council if you so desire.   That same day I went and met with the administrators in Salem, the mayor, the service director, who happens to me named Joe Cappuzzello and their entire administrative team.  They requested the meeting to discuss fiber optics because they knew fiber optics were coming soon to Girard.  They were already in Niles.  They are 95% completed with their project in Niles and Girard is scheduled to be next, but we are not ready yet because we have to make sure our zoning permits are where they need to be and I can’t really comment much further than that.  A lot of good dialogue with the people in Salem and I made some new friends there that we can kick some ideas around with.  Also, last week I hosted a representative of Grocery Outlet.  I want to thank Bo Suich at the Dairy Queen, Rob Berk at Past Times Arcade, Jorge at El Hefe and Margherita’s, Summit Supply, Patrone’s, they all put on their signs “Welcome to the Heart of the Valley in Girard, Ohio Grocery Outlet.  We rolled out the red carpet for them.  Jorge offered to buy all of his produce from them.  We are doing everything we can to get a grocery store here.  So, fingers crossed.  That’s all I can say.  In recreation, we are working with mike.  Mike’s got some great stuff here on skating rinks that I will be calling those folks tomorrow.  I’ve gotten pricing on message boards and gazebos and we are also looking for a farmer’s market and some kind of summer fest this summer.  The podcast that was scheduled to be done this Thursday got pushed back because our gentleman that does it for us out at TCTC had a little sickness this week so we are moving it back to a week from this Thursday.
COMMENTS:

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR			SALVATORE PONZIO			            PRESENT
Mr. Ponzio:  I may have told some of you already, we were very close to running out of salt for our streets last week.  We contacted the state, the county and even Morton’s who supplies the salt, and just today we just found out that Morton’s was able to supply us with some salt.  So, as of 3 o’clock this afternoon we have a lot of salt in our salt barn again, so it came just in time.  So, let it snow.  Kidding.  I will be asking for legislation today to enter into a contract with A & I Health Solutions for the asbestos abatement at the Wellman Theater for a price not to exceed $56,405.  I think the engineers are almost completely done with all of the pre-bid research they had to do.  The other news is that I had provided Mark Standohar’s committee with the streets of the bid tabulations from last year so they could decide if they want to move forward and have me re-bid anything early this year if they want to do any streets we can get them done late spring and not have them done in the fall but it is entirely up to you guys what you want me to do.  As Mark mentioned, I also want to congratulate Mark Ragozine, former councilman, for leaving Eastgate and volunteering to come and take my job.  When I took this job I told Mark that I was more than happy to help him get started to improve our community.  It has been an honor to work with him.  I think he is doing a great job and we have a really fantastic team here and a lot of good people to work with, so I think the stage has really been set for continued success in our community, and we got some good news from the auditor and treasurer today so a lot of projects that we were hoping to do I think will be completed in the future.  Thank you all for your help.  I appreciate it.
COMMENTS:
President of Council Paolone:  Sal, thank you.  Thank you.

LAW DIRECTOR					BRIAN KREN				            PRESENT
Attorney Kren:  I don’t have a report tonight.
COMMENTS:	

AUDITOR					JULIE COGGINS				            PRESENT
Ms. Coggins: I have nothing further from the finance meeting.
COMMENTS:

TREASURER					HENRY SFORZA				            PRESENT
Mr. Sforza:  Nothing further from the finance meeting.
COMMENTS:

FIRE CHIEF					JAMES PETRUZZI			            PRESENT
Chief Petruzzi:  Calls to date 157.  Other than that, if you haven’t seen the news, there was a very tragic situation in Youngstown over the weekend where a five-year-old died in a fire.  He went into a closet and was hiding so the firefighters had a difficult time finding him.  If you have little ones at home I just encourage you to please review fire safety practices with them.
COMMENTS:

POLICE CHIEF					JOHN NORMAN			              ABSENT

COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCES-MOLITERNO-GRUMLEY-ZIRAFI
Councilman Moliterno:  We had a finance committee meeting tonight at 6:30. Most of council was in attendance.  Excellent meeting.  Appreciate all of the information we received from both the auditor and treasurer.  Julie downplayed it but we did receive, Julie how much?  Coggins:  Over $1.4 million from V & M this year.  Moliterno:  And that’s from V & M and this goes back to our original relationship with the City of Youngstown and our agreement to split the proceeds and the net profit tax but it is a really nice shot in the arm.  It’s a bigger number then we’ve ever received from them and on top of that what that does is that puts our income tax at a big a number as we have ever seen in the City of Girard.  We didn’t talk much about it, but it is very important.  It gives us a lot of flexibility.  It gives the administration flexibility in terms of some of the things you want to do now which is great.
COMMENTS:

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT-KAY-MARTUCCIO-MOLITERNO
Councilman Kay:  No report.  Just want to thank Mark for his tireless efforts in driving the economic development of the city and making it a passion of yours so keep doing it.
COMMENTS:

BUILDING & GROUNDS-SCHUBERT-STANDOHAR-KAY
Councilman Schubert:  No report.  I do want to comment.  I will be asking for a recommendation to honor Kenneth J. David for being awarded the medal of honor.  We are going to do a, I met with the mayor today with Kenneth and we are going to do an honoring underneath Pittsburg Street with his name on it.
COMMENTS:
Mayor:  I want to thank Councilman Schubert for coming today and I also want to point out Bob Marino from Disabled American Veterans.  He made a lot of this stuff happen and I want to thank Councilman Schubert for taking it up to, he has to go out and get signatures from all of the people on Pittsburg Avenue, and he’ll explain to them that the name of their street, their address is going to remain the same.  There is  a way of memorializing him underneath Pittsburg, so, thank you Councilman.

HEALTH & SAFETY-GRUMLEY-MOLITERNO-MARTUCCIO
Councilman Grumley:  No report.  I just, you know, thanks Sal for everything he has done this year, taking my endless calls, texts, so forth.  Ponzio:  It was my pleasure.  Grumley:  I’m sure I will wear Mr. Ragozine out also.  Not only that I just want to thank the men and women who serve us daily in this city.
COMMENTS:

STREETS SIDEWALKS & EMPLOYEE WELFARE-STANDOHAR-KAY-GRUMLEY
Councilman Standohar:  In discussions with the service director, I will be requesting the ordinance this evening to authorize him to advertise for bids for rebid for the paving of Tod, Park from Tod to Ward.  Also, Councilman Grumley has informed me that the auditor, as long as the rebid comes in or around this number, that you’re alright with that?  Coggins:  Yes.  Standohar:  So, I will be asking for that tonight.  I also wanted to thank Sal as well for his service and it is very important that he was here with his experience and your very attention to detail.  I appreciated that during the transition, so that was very crucial.  Ponzio:  Thank you, Mark.  I appreciate it.
COMMENTS:

UTILITIES-ZIRAFI-SCHUBERT-STANDOHAR
Councilman Schubert:  No report.
COMMENTS:

ZONING-MARTUCCIO-ZIRAFI-SCHUBERT
Councilwoman Martuccio:  No report.
COMMENTS:

THEATER-MARTUCCIO-MOLITERNO-SCHUBERT
Councilwoman Martuccio:   I will get together with, we received a report from MS Consultants on the Wellman Theater limited structural assessment, so I would ask Mr. Moliterno and Mr. Schubert to please read over that and we can schedule a meeting with MS Consultants.  
COMMENTS:
Grumley:  All that asbestos removal, that will fall underneath the arp money right?  Coggins:  It could.  Yes.  Moliterno:  We haven’t spent that yet Tom.  You’re right.

ORDINANCES

Moliterno:  Sal, you still have to work for another month.  We’re not going to keep congratulating you even though we will do more of that before that time, but we know you’re still going to be with us.   Ponzio:  I’m going to stick around long enough to get Mark off the ground.  Moliterno:  Thank you for everything you’ve done.  Ponzio:  You’re welcome.  My pleasure.

52-47										          SECOND READING
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ANNUAL COMPENSATION OF THE SAFETY/SERVICE DIRECTOR OF THE CITY OF GIRARD, OHIO.

52-48										          SECOND READING
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE SALARY FOR THE POSITION OF CITY COUNCIL CLERK FOR THE CITY OF GIRARD, OHIO.

52-49											FIRST READING
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COMPENSATION OF THE PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR OF THE CITY OF GIRARD, OHIO.

NEW LEGISLATION

MOTION MOLITERNO SECOND SCHUBERT TO CREATE A TEMPORARY POSITION FOR MR. PONZIO NOT TO EXCEED 20 HOURS PER WEEK, NOT TO EXCEED THREE MONTHS.
SCHUBERT	1
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO	
MOLITERNO	2
ZIRAFI
MOTION PASSES 6-0

Mayor:  I would be remiss if I didn’t thank Mr. Ponzio because I will tell you this, walking in with no transition meeting, with nothing in our files, my files or his, and just starting with a blank piece of paper, I can’t pick one other person in the city that could have done what Sal did.  Ponzio:  Thank’s Mark.  Mayor:  I’ve always felt that you always surround yourself with people smarter than you.  I’m smart enough to surround myself with someone smarter than me.  Thank you, Sal.  Ponzio:  Thank you, Mark.  I appreciate it.

MOTION MARTUCCIO SECOND GRUMLEY TO PREPARE LEGISLATION TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH A & I HEALTH SOLUTIONS FOR THE ASBESTOS ABATEMENT OF THE WELLMAN THEATER FOR A PRICE NOT TO EXCEED FIFTY-SIX THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED AND FIVE DOLLARS ($56,405.00).
SCHUBERT	
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY	2
MARTUCCIO	1
MOLITERNO	
ZIRAFI
MOTION PASSES 6-0

Kren:  No legislation, but if anybody talks to my wife, she would tell you that I really don’t pay attention to what goes on around me, so it kind of like occurred to me that this might be Sal’s last meeting.  So, I also want to thank Sal.  We had a great working relationship, but I really enjoyed his efforts.  I know he was working around the clock for the city and on behalf of everybody in town I want to thank him and I appreciate his efforts.

MOTION MOLITERNO SECOND GRUMLEY TO PREPARE AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE DISTRIBUTION RATES FOR INCOME TAX COLLECTIONS.
SCHUBERT	
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY	2
MARTUCCIO	
MOLITERNO	1
ZIRAFI
MOTION PASSES 6-0

MOTION SCHUBERT SECOND GRUMLEY TO PREPARE A RECOMMENDATION TO HONOR KENNETH J. DAVID FOR BEING AWARDED THE MEDAL OF HONOR.
Paolone:  Well done Keith.  Schubert:  The mayor was instrumental in that as well.
SCHUBERT	1
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO	
MOLITERNO	2
ZIRAFI
MOTION PASSES 6-0

Schubert:  I just want to thank Sal as well for all of his service and dedication to the city.  I greatly appreciate it.  Enjoy your retirement again.
Martuccio:  Is this your last meeting?  Schubert:  Come on Lily.  Ponzio:  Mark will be sitting here next meeting.  Martuccio:  Officially?  Ok.  I’m sorry.  Everybody is saying this and then I thought you had a month left.  There was discussion among council.  Martuccio:  I don’t know.  Mayor:  We are going to need to make the service director’s pay retroactive for Mr. Ragozine.  Martuccio:  Thank you, Sal.

MOTION STANDOHAR SECOND GRUMLEY TO PREPARE LEGISLATION FOR AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE DIRECTOR TO REBID FOR THE PAVING OF PARK AVENUE BETWEEN TOD AND WARD.
SCHUBERT	
STANDOHAR	1
KAY
GRUMLEY	2
MARTUCCIO	
MOLITERNO	
ZIRAFI
MOTION PASSES 6-0

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION SCHUBERT SECOND MARTUCCIO TO ADJOURN THE MEETING OF JANUARY 27, 2025.
SCHUBERT	1
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO	2
MOLITERNO
ZIRAFI		
MOTION PASSES 6-0



________________________________________	_______________________________________
REYNALD PAOLONE, PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL		MONICA URBANIC, CLERK OF COUNCIL



2

