[bookmark: _Hlk188520854]MONDAY, JANUARY 13, 2025
	REGULAR MINUTES/JOURNAL
PLEDGE
ROLL CALL
PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL			MR. REYNALD J. PAOLONE			            PRESENT
FIRST WARD COUNCILMAN		MR. KEITH SCHUBERT				            PRESENT
SECOND WARD COUNCILMAN		MR. MARK STANDOHAR				            PRESENT
THIRD WARD COUNCILMAN		MR. JEFF KAY					            PRESENT
FOURTH WARD COUNCILMAN		MR. THOMAS GRUMLEY			            PRESENT COUNCILMAN-AT-LARGE		MS. LILY MARTUCCIO				            PRESENT
COUNCILMAN-AT-LARGE		MR. JOHN MOLITERNO	 			            PRESENT
COUNCILMAN-AT-LARGE		MR. SAM ZIRAFI				            PRESENT

EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH
Mayor Zuppo:  He is not here.  I would just like to announce that Mike Cardiero is our employee of the month.  Mike is also the junior high wrestling coach.  I thought he might get here but apparently after the match but apparently he didn’t get here.  Mike is our recreation director and he is doing great things in recreation.
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COMMUNICATIONS

ADDITIONS & DELETIONS

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
MOTION MOLITERNO SECOND ZIRAFI TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF DECEMBER 9, 2024 AS WRITTEN.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO	1
ZIRAFI		2
MOTIONS PASSES 7-0	

MOTION ZIRAFI SECOND GRUMLEY TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF DECEMBER 18, 2024 AS WRITTEN.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR
KAY		Abstain
GRUMLEY	2
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO
ZIRAFI		1
MOTON PASSES 6-0

ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA
MOTION GRUMLEY SECOND ZIRAFI TO ACCEPT THE AGENDA OF JANUARY 13, 2025 AS WRITTEN.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY	1
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO
ZIRAFI		2
MOTIONS PASSES 7-0 

CITIZENS’ COMMENTS
Pat Baltic, 238 E. Kline.  About ten years ago the house next door to my property was torn down.  I shared the lot, I bought the lot and shared it with the house on the opposite end of the lot.  That lasted for about 4 or 5 years and the last five years new people have lived there and this is what they do on the Fourth of July (Ms. Baltic gave pictures to the sergeant-at-arms to show council) to the point that they are ten feet away from my dining room windows.  I have talked to Mark and I have talked to Lily.  I have finally checked on Ohio law myself and did all of the specifications even down to going into Girard ordinances.  I realize in Girard it says this doesn’t include fireworks.  What they shoot off is 500 gram which is essentially 1.3 fireworks.  It is the largest allowable in the United States.  This goes on, it starts at noon.  It’s a party and people come with their coolers and park all over the lot whether it is their side or mine and with their coolers they drink until it gets dusk.  At dusk they shoot off fireworks until midnight.  I know that somebody has called the cops because the police go by but they never stop.  It wasn’t me.  I haven’t called.  I’ve been in too fear of calling anybody because the people that are doing it, all of their friends are there.  There are 20-25 kids that are all under 30 and drunk to the max so I am not about to do anything.  This year I don’t care whether I have to rope the property off.  According to Ohio ordinance 150 feet from any structure.  Each one of those lots is 50 feet.  They are 20 feet over from my lot, or from my house. 150 feet would put them 3 houses down in order to shoot them off.  It also says no person shall discharge or ignite or explode on another person’s property without explicit written guarantee.  They never asked permission.  Five years I’ve been dealing with it.  Nor while in possession or control or influence of intoxicating liquor, beer or controlled substance. They are so drunk that this past year we had flames hitting the side of the house.  Those rockets.  And I showed Julie.  I brought them down here six months ago to show her out in the parking lot just how big they were that I picked up out of the backyard.  I had burn marks in my backyard that are bigger than a dinner plate because it was the hottest July in history.  We stomped out fires in the back.  The next day I went to the fire department, and I asked one of the firemen and he said Mame we only come after there is damage.  I can’t even tell you, I can’t do this another year.  I really can’t.  I contacted Jerry and Melfi last two years ago and again last year and nothing was done.  I can’t do this again.  If I have to I will rope off the property.  I have said to them each time don’t do this but they do it anyway.  Like I said it gets very bad when I know that everybody there is drunked up until well after midnight.  Last year they pitched tents on the property and then you heard them puke all night long because they all stayed.  All of their friends.  I just right now according to the city ordinance that I checked out explosives goes into 1.3 but it says except for fireworks.  These fireworks aren’t just normal fireworks.  These are Mt. Caramel fireworks they are shooting off, and Jeff could attest if he was home this goes on constantly for hours on end.  I mean it is nerve racking.  It really is.  Between the fireballs we saw come down in the backyard.   Three hours worth.  You can all come sit on my porch come dusk and see what is going to happen if you don’t do something.  Just tell me who to call, what to do.  Like I said I even called the State of Ohio to get the rules and regulations.  They told me to call the fire marshal which I did but I know Jimmy well enough I’ll take them to him, but this is beyond control anymore.  So, it doesn’t seem like that long ago but it was six months ago that I was here after it happened.  You’ve got six months left before it happens again.  That’s all.

Gordon Byrne, 1632 Squaw Creek Drive:  I would ask that the culvert behind my house be cleaned out. Get on the schedule for the street department to clean the culvert out.  It is completely clogged and the water backs up into the area between Squaw Court and Hillside.  President of Council Paolone:  Yea.  They did that about seven eight years ago.  Byrne:  Yea but there’s trees that have come down and debris and stuff like that.  Paolone:  I am sure Sal will take care of it.  Sal Ponzio:  We were there in the Fall to check it.  It was clean then.  Byrne:  Really?  Ponzio:  Yes.  Tommy Watts went down and took a look at it and there wasn’t anything in there that was holding any water back.  I’ll have him look at it again.  Bynre:  Maybe it’s a different culver that he’s looking at.  Ponzio:  The one right past your house.  Byrne:  Yea.  Thanks.

Miles Jay, 514 York Ave, Warren:  Mayor and council people, I am also a community organizer.  Mayor, Councilwoman Lily, Tom, they have been working for Shannon terrace and Liberty Park properties.  We are having a community meeting tomorrow at 10:15 to discuss their issues.  I wanted to pass a flier around to invite council to come.  

[bookmark: _Hlk188521349]REPORTS OF THE OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS OF THE CITY
MAYOR						MARK ZUPPO				            PRESENT
Mayor Zuppo:  First off, I talked to Councilman Schubert and talked to a gentleman from the Disabled American Veterans’ group and we are going to be planning something special for Ken David who was recently honored. Anybody, I know some of you got a chance to watch it because I got a text back from you guys on him receiving the Congressional Medal of Honor.  He was the only living person there to receive it.  It was quite an honor.  So, I talked to Mr. Marino to get some ideas and I talked to Councilman Schubert about someway of the city honoring Mr. David at the next council meeting.  This morning I attended a ribbon cutting ceremony with Councilwoman Martuccio for Full Throttle Apparel, 206 N State Street.  This Wednesday I will be meeting with the city manager of Columbiana regarding their Main Street Theater.  It is very similar, I don’t know if anyone has been to their Main Street Theater, but it is very similar size wise as the Wellman Theater.  So, you know we have been working at our next step at the Wellman is the asbestos removal which we just got the bids back, etc. so we will be moving forward with the asbestos removal project and I want to talk to the people in Columbiana because there is no reason to recreate the wheel.  They have done some cooperative efforts with the public and a 5013c nonprofit organization and that is what we are looking to do.  I just want to kick around some ideas with those folks.  This Friday we have a meeting, the safety service director, myself and the engineer, Mr. Teter, we have a meeting with Omni Fiber to start the process of getting fiberoptics layed down in the City of Girard.  They just finished doing Niles.  I talked to the mayor today and they are about 95% done with Niles.  As soon as they finish that we will start on the process of them coming to Girard.  There are a lot of hoops to jump through with permits etc tht we are working on right now.  Looking forward to some competition for internet services that are quite needed.  A few quick things we are working on this quarter.  One is we are revisiting a new mausoleum.  We got a bunch of requests recently.  A lot of the leg work has been done by the former engineer.  He has passed this on to Mr. Teter.  He got us all of the information here today actually so we will be working on that here shortly.   I will tell you that because of all of the great work of our city auditor we might have a little extra money this year in recreation, so we are looking at a gazebo where that Charlie Brown Christmas tree is at on State Street and a message board.  I have already had Greg Strollo give me some gazebo ideas.  I met with Greg the other day at no charge to the city.  I have been in contact with a gentleman, he is at a national conference right now, on a message board for that same spot.  Those are some of the things I am working on there.  Upcoming events.  We are looking at a summer festival, a farmers’ market, disc golf down at Liberty Park.  I want to thank Mike Cardiero, the volunteer group, Helping Hands, and all of the city employees that pitched in.  I know the street department came and helped out.  The fire department and police department were there for Christmas in the Park.  It was just great seeing the fire department and police department guys all working at the table together and getting along and passing out toys to kids.  It was a tremendous success.  The fact that we had a snowstorm that day turned out to be great.  I know Councilman Grumley had his whole clan there and I know a number of you were there.  I appreciate that.  Councilman Kay.  It was cold.  It turned out to be a great affair.  We learned from it.  We are going to shorten it next year.  Instead of 4-8 we are  going to go 5-7.  We are looking at some other added things like a festival of lights possibly down at our other park on the other side of town.  We have already had someone offer, a local businessperson offer to foot the bill for carriage rides in the park for Christmas in the Park next year.  We priced it this year and it was a little pricey at $1,500 but someone stepped up to me last week and said they would pay for it.  Those are a few of the good things that coming.  The next episode of the Girard City podcast will be taped on January 23rd.  
COMMENTS:

[bookmark: _Hlk188521402]SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR			SALVATORE PONZIO			            PRESENT
Mr. Ponzio:  From the exciting to the mundane.  First off I am happy to report that the salt barn is not only complete but it is completely paid for and just in time because we have used a ton of salt this year already.  Tom Watts has a line from Morton because Trumbull County is saying they are also running low.  So we do have plenty of salt and we will but it has been a cruel winter and they have been doing a great job I  might add keeping those streets passable and clean so I want to compliment them.   Also, we have been on multiple water breaks.  A couple of them all-nighters.  Those guys work hard and I want to thank Ashley Alejars and his crew for all of their hard work.  You know it’s not very sexy but those guys really do a great job of getting the water back as soon as possible.  Anybody who has not had water at their house.  Another thing I wanted to talk about, and I spoke with Mark about it briefly too, as a recommendation you might want to consider rebidding the street project that we were thinking about last year.  Of course we talked to Julie about what kind of funding would be available this year.  There was an idea about using OPWC money and then using our funds as a match to get more streets paved.  So I just wanted to let everybody know that if we do that route we wouldn’t pave anything this year.  We would ask for the grant money in the Fall and we wouldn’t be able to pave until 2026.  Just food for thought.  It is up to Mark’s committee to give me some direction on what they want to do, but we’ve done all of the leg work, the engineering work is already banked in to that.  We spent some money already to do this so I’d like to see if there is money available to maybe at least pave one road that we were going to do last year year.  Councilman Standohar:  And you’re looking at Tod?  Ponzio:  Park Avenue is one of the highly traveled roads that is sorely in need of repair.  Standohar:  What side streets was  Ponzio:  Ward Avenue to Tod.  Councilman Grumley:  Could you give us a number that you would be comfortable with next meeting Julie?  Ms. Coggins:  Yes. 
COMMENTS:

[bookmark: _Hlk188521450]LAW DIRECTOR					BRIAN KREN				            PRESENT
Attorney Kren:  No report other than I don’t think we ever accepted any bids for the streets.  Ponzio:  We did bid it out.  Kren:  You have sixty days to apprise it.  Irregardless, I think council would have to put it out for bid again.   I don’t have any report. 

COMMENTS:

AUDITOR					JULIE COGGINS				            PRESENT
Ms. Coggins:  I have no report this evening but I will be reporting on how we ended 2024 at the next finance meeting.
COMMENTS:

TREASURER					HENRY SFORZA				              ABSENT
COMMENTS:

FIRE CHIEF					JAMES PETRUZZI			            PRESENT
Chief Petruzzi:  We finished 2024 with 2183 runs.  Slightly decreased from 2023 but that is good for the community.  So far today we are at 72 runs for the year.  We are off to a good start.
COMMENTS:

POLICE CHIEF					JOHN NORMAN			              ABSENT

COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCES-MOLITERNO-GRUMLEY-ZIRAFI
Councilman Moliterno:  No report other than to ask for caucus time for our next finance committee meeting at 6:30 on the meeting of the 27th.
COMMENTS:

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT-KAY-MARTUCCIO-MOLITERNO
Councilman Kay:  No report
COMMENTS:

BUILDING & GROUNDS-SCHUBERT-STANDOHAR-KAY
Councilman Schubert:  Just a comment.  The mayor’s first annual Christmas in the Park looked awesome.  I just want to again thank Mike and all of the crew.  I drove by multiple times and it looked amazing.  It is just nice to see that we are utilizing the parks all year.  No report other than that.
COMMENTS:

HEALTH & SAFETY-GRUMLEY-MOLITERNO-MARTUCCIO
Councilman Grumley:  I just want to say that the Christmas in the Park was a great plan.  The snow really set things off.  It was a very nice event.  I just like to thank the men and women that protect us every day.  We watch on a nightly basis and we see what happened in New Orleans and we see what is happening with the wildfires.  These people put their lives on the line every day for us and it doesn’t go unnoticed.  Thank you.
COMMENTS:

STREETS SIDEWALKS & EMPLOYEE WELFARE-STANDOHAR-KAY-GRUMLEY
Councilman Standohar:  I will just be meeting with the committee and talking with them in regards to the service director’s request regarding rebidding Park Avenue from Ward Avenue to Tod.
COMMENTS:

UTILITIES-ZIRAFI-SCHUBERT-STANDOHAR
Councilman Zirafi:  Nothing to report.
COMMENTS:

ZONING-MARTUCCIO-ZIRAFI-SCHUBERT
Councilwoman Martuccio:   I would just like to say that the landlord registrations have been mailed out and those are supposed to be back by February 1st so I will check with zoning to see how prompt everybody is returning their registrations.  Regarding the fireworks situation, I would like to meet with our law director and administration and see how we want to proceed with working on this.  Also, I do want to comment and thank everyone who was involved with the Christmas in the Park.  I got to see it every day, the lights at night.  I was very, very spectacular, and so pretty to see.   Also, to thank our safety forces for the jobs that they do.
COMMENTS:

THEATER-MARTUCCIO-MOLITERNO-SCHUBERT
Councilwoman Martuccio:   I did speak with Mr. Teter from MS Consultants, and he did say that the asbestos remediation bids have come in and they have to check the references for the remediation.  So, as soon as those are checked out we will proceed with the remediation.  I wanted to inquire, and I would like to ask if the utilities are on in the Wellman Theater and if that is a hinderance?  If we should have them turned on so we don’t get a water break or if anyone sees a problem with that?  That is my concern.  And the streets are nice and clear.  Thank you on that too.
COMMENTS:

ORDINANCES
52-47											 FIRST READING
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ANNUAL COMPENSATION OF THE SAFETY/SERVICE DIRECTOR OF THE CITY OF GIRARD, OHIO.

52-48											 FIRST READING
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE SALARY FOR THE POSITION OF CITY COUNCIL CLERK FOR THE CITY OF GIRARD, OHIO.

NEW LEGISLATION
MOTION GRUMLEY SECOND STANDOHAR TO PREPARE LEGISLATION TO INCREASE THE SALARY OF THE RECREATION DIRECTOR.
Mayor:  Just so you know Mike Cardiero is the hardest working guy.  He came in one day last week and we got hit with snow.  The night before there was a waterline break.  Bill Fleming was out working on the waterline break so he wasn’t available.  So, I look out the window and Mike is shoveling the walk all the way around the city building.  Noone asked him to.  He just does it.  One day I walk down the hall and the doors in Julie’s office, Mike is there working on the doors.  He just goes over and above every single day and he is probably the lowest paid guy.  I just wanted to point that out.
SCHUBERT
STANDOHAR	2
KAY
GRUMLEY	1
MARTUCCIO	
MOLITERNO
ZIRAFI
MOTION PASSES 7-0

ADJOURNMENT
MOTION SCHUBERT SECOND ZIRAFI TO ADJOURN THE MEETING OF JANUARY 13, 2025.
SCHUBERT	1
STANDOHAR
KAY
GRUMLEY
MARTUCCIO
MOLITERNO
ZIRAFI		2
MOTION PASSES 7-0

________________________________________	_______________________________________
REYNALD PAOLONE, PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL		MONICA URBANIC, CLERK OF COUNCIL
2

